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PRESIDENT’S  
REPORT
Happy New Year to all members. I hope you have enjoyed the festive season and have had  
happy times with family and friends. If  you are heading to the Northern hemisphere to ski,  
I wish you many happy turns.

The club continues to have a busy year. A flood in Tiobunga has added to the workload on top 
of  the booking system meltdown at the start of  the season. We are running a number of  other 
projects in addition to these, some of  which I have outlined below. In many years the committee 
takes a break in January. This year we have too much happening to relax.

Water is an extraordinary substance. It is very common, with oceans covering about 70% of  the 
earth’s surface and frozen water covering another 10% or so. Water is central to the existence 
of  our club, in the form of  seasonal snow. While only a small fraction of  Australia sees seasonal 
snow, up to 1/3 of  the earth’s landmass may be covered by seasonal snow.

Water makes up roughly 60% of  your body weight. It is vital to life. It is a great solvent, which 
is why we use it for washing. We pipe fresh water into our buildings to help us survive and be 
comfortable.

Being such a great solvent, it can significantly compromise the structural integrity of  many of  
the materials that we use in buildings. In October, a braided flexible hose burst in the bathroom 
next to the kitchen in Tiobunga and about a quarter of  a million litres of  water escaped. The 
excess water bill is about 0.6c per litre. The damage bill is about $1 per litre.

As reported elsewhere in this Christie, our insurers have contracted a builder to restore Tiobun-
ga. We are working to have the lodge open for Winter 2019.

Tiobunga Flood



Just before Christmas we e-mailed members asking them to respond to a survey. As I write, 
over 200 members have invested an average of  8 minutes of  their time to help the committee 
improve its understanding of  some key issues facing the club. Thanks – we appreciate your 
input. While this is a great response, we’d love to hear from more of  you. You may have received 
multiple invitations at one e-mail address – all members (Full, Life, Christie, Summer; adult, 
junior) were sent individual invitations except those who have opted out of  e-mails from the club 
(through the membership details on the club website). Families with a single e-mail address will 
have received multiple invitations.

The great news is that 80% of  those who have responded so far have rated the club at 4 or 5 
stars. We will investigate what we can change to improve the experiences of  those who gave  
lower ratings, without detracting from the good experiences of  the majority. One of  the key 
things that we are trying to measure is members’ satisfaction with their access to  
accommodation. We are seeing useful input here and would love to see more.

The mountains have many attractions in Summer, ranging from cooler temperatures than  
elsewhere to mountain biking, hiking, wildflowers, fishing and music festivals. We have lodges 
open in both Thredbo and Guthega despite the restoration work underway in Tiobunga.  
An article in this Christie outlines some of  the activities the club is running this Summer.

It’s that time of  year when we open applications for full membership of  the club.  
Applications are considered according to criteria outlined elsewhere in this Christie. This 
year’s intake is likely to be small, considering the club’s current size and some of  the  
feedback from the survey. Applications close 31 January. Prospective Summer Members 
are welcome to apply at any time of  year.

Survey

Summer Activities

New Members

In January 2008 the club took out a loan facility with the Commonwealth Bank of  up to $1.5M 
to help finance the rebuilding of  Tiobunga. It was drawn down to under $1.2M. By the end of  
the club’s 2012 financial year it was paid down to $868k. We refurbished Kyilla over the 2012-
13 Summer and part of  the building costs were drawn from the loan, raising the balance to a 
bit under $1.1M by the end of  the 2013 financial year. In late 2014 the club refinanced with a 
loan facility of  up to $1.3M, due to expire in November 2018. By November 2018, we had paid 
this loan down to $531k.

After some market searching and challenging negotiations in the current tightening banking 
environment, the club has now refinanced with a loan facility of  up to $900k at market rate for 
a term of  5 years. As with the previous loans, this one is secured by the Tiobunga lease and 
building. Waragun and Kyilla remain unencumbered. We remain with CBA.

We are refreshing the club website. As part of  this we are looking for new photos to add to the 
site. If  you have great images showing the lodges, resorts, life in the lodges and at the snow, 
races, fishing and other activities associated with our club, then we’d love to see them. Please 
get in contact with Mark Green, Business Planning Officer, on  
business.planning@brindabellaskiclub.org.au.

Loan Refinance

Website



The positions of  Events Manager and Minutes Secretary have also been vacant for some time. 
These are also great opportunities for members who feel they’d like to contribute a little more 
to the club. Please contact Rob Griffin, Secretary, on secretary@brindabellaskiclub.org.au if  you 
are interested.

The 2019 AGM will be held on Saturday 23 March 2019. Details are provided elsewhere in this 
Christie and on the website. A summary of  the responsibilities of  each of  the committee and 
additional positions is also on the website. 

A Committee nomination form is included in this Christie. Note that nominations can be made 
anytime prior to the meeting. All Committee positions are declared vacant at the AGM.

The club’s Environmental Officer has stepped down leaving a vacancy in this position. This is a 
great opportunity for a member who feels that they’d like to contribute a little more to the club 
and who has an interest in the environment (as snow sports enthusiasts that should be all of  
us). The position description states that the Environmental Officer:

•	 Reports to the Committee through the Environmental Officer and provides Committee 
updates about actions taken and required. 

•	 Is accountable for maintaining agreed environmental policy in the running of  the 
club’s lodges 

•	 Is responsible to work with the KNP to ensure compliance with regulatory and  
environmental requirements 

•	 Advises and assists committee in providing current best practice in environment  
responsibility

•	 Conducts environmental management systems reports as required
•	 Ensures appropriate environmental behaviours within lodges
•	 Promotes environmental community events as they relate to the Club’s activities in 

KNP

Please contact Rob Griffin, Secretary, on secretary@brindabellaskiclub.org.au if  you are  
interested. I’d like to thank Michael Daly for his service in this position for the past five years.

Lodge Development

AGM

Environmental Officer

Events Manager and Minutes Secretary

We have a number of  activities in planning or underway in addition to the flood repairs in  
Tiobunga. These include:

•	 Planning for modifications to Waragun to provide ensuites to each bedroom, eliminating 
the two shared ensuites currently shared by four bedrooms.

•	 Planning to extend the roof  over the BBQ and pizza oven at Waragun.
•	 Addition of  bike racks in the ski room in Waragun to enhance summer amenity.
•	 Repairs to deteriorated A-frame beams in the North wing of  Kyilla (rooms 1-3).
•	 Paving the driveway serving Kyilla and Tate (shared project with Tate)
•	 Replacing the plastic water pipes in Tiobunga with copper to eliminate the minor leaks 

that have plagued the lodge since it opened.
•	 Improving kitchen exhaust ducting.
•	 Investigation into the possibility of  additional changes to Tiobunga to be done at the 

same time as the flood repairs.



James Lawrence 
President

 Please send your stories  

 and photos to- 

Michael Wentworth-Perry

Editor
christie.editor@brindabellaskiclub.org.au

The position descriptions are:
 
Events Manager 

•	 Organises and manages club events to build up club spirit, including the pre season 
President’s cocktail parties and new members evenings 

•	 Co-ordinates, oversees and manages fund raising program
•	 Organises winter programs in the lodges, including winter in July, and provides sup-

port to lodge managers and lodge leaders
•	 Assists the Club Captain by providing support for the evening program for Club 

Championships and for the Balmain Cup and presentation program when hosted by 
the Club. 

Minutes Secretary 

The Minutes Secretary attends meetings to take minutes. This is a non-voting position. 

Taking Minutes:
•	 In association with Secretary takes Minutes at the AGM and General Meetings of  the 

Club 
•	 Edit and provide draft Minutes to Secretary as soon as possible after meetings.
•	 General administration
•	 In the absence of  the Secretary and with the agreement of  the Committee, acts as 

the Secretary. If  necessary the Committee will appoint the Minutes Secretary as a 
Committee Member for a period in order to legitimately carry out the duties of  Secre-
tary. 

•	 Other duties to assist the Secretary as required

Photo: Michael Wentworth-Perry
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AGM: 23 MAR 2019
All members are invited to attend the Annual General Meeting of  the Brindabella 
Ski Club which will be held on Saturday 23 March commencing at 2.00pm. 

The venue is the AUSTRIAN AUSTRALIAN CLUB, Heard Street, Mawson, ACT.  
This Club is located at the Southlands Shopping Centre. Parking is available  
outside the Club and in the car park adjacent to the Woolworths supermarket. 

A copy of  the Agenda will be published in the February Christie and will be  
sent to members with email addresses. A copy will also be available on the 
Club’s website.
 
Notices of  special resolutions to change the Club’s rules should be received by 
the Secretary by 31 January 2019 so that members can be given the minimum 
required 21 days notice of  special resolutions. 

A member desiring to bring any business before the AGM should give notice in 
writing of  that business to the Secretary by 31 January 2019 so as these  
motions can be published in the February Christie. A copy of  the Notices of   
Motions will be published in the February Christie and will be sent to members 
with email addresses. A copy will also be available on the Club’s website.

A  summary of  the duties of  the committee and ‘committee plus’ positions is 
also on the website. All committee positions will be declared vacant at the AGM. 

If  you are considering standing for election for any of  the Committee positions, 
or would like to know more about the role and responsibilities of  Committee 
members, please contact our President, James Lawrence, any member of  the 
Committee or myself. Contact details are on the Club’s website.

Do come along and and participate in this essential part of  Club business. The 
President will give a report on the Club’s activities and discuss future plans. 
Drinks and other refreshments will be available from the bar.

Rob Griffin
Secretary
secretary@brindabellaskiclub.org.au

Notice of Annual General Meeting and call for motions 
— Saturday 23 March 2019 at 2.00pm 



Member Nomination

I, ______________________________________________________________                             
being a full adult member of  the Brindabella Ski Club nominate
   ______________________________________________________________ 

for the following position on the Committee, ______________________

Signature: ______________________________________________________ 

Date:____________________ 

Support of  Nomination

I, ______________________________________________________________       
being a full adult member of  the Brindabella Ski Club second the nomination. 

Signature: ______________________________________________________ 

Date: ____________________ 

Acceptance of  Nomination 
I, ______________________________________________________________                          
being a full adult member of  the Brindabella Ski Club accept the nomination. 

Signature: ______________________________________________________ 

Date: ____________________

Nomination Form

COMMITTEE  
POSITIONS

Photo: Michael Wentworth-Perry



FuLL MEMbERSHIP 
APPLICATIONS
Full Adult and Full Junior Membership applications are invited in December and 
January each year. Applicants should note that the number of  adult applicants 
accepted in any given year depends largely on current members resigning and/
or moving in or out of  the Christie category. 

Children (under 18 on 1 January) of  current adult members may join at renewal 
time upon application and payment of  the appropriate fees, and children under 
the age of  3 on 1 January have no joining or membership fees.

It is likely there will be a modest number of  vacancies this year, so now is the 
time to invite your friends and family to apply to join our Club. After applications 
close at 5pm on 31 January 2018 the Membership Sub-committee considers the  
applications before making recommendations to the full Committee.  

Sponsorship by two existing full members is required for all applicants.  
The Subcommittee considers the recommendation of  sponsors and  
the following factors:

•	 Applicant has a spouse/partner as a member
•	 Applicant is a past member of  the club
•	 Applicant has used the lodges in the past/Applicant has participated in a work 

party
•	 Applicant has usable building and/or maintenance skills
•	 Applicant has previously unsuccessfully tried to join
•	 Applicant is willing to contribute to committee activities
•	 Applicant is willing to race for the club

Successful applicants will be advised by email in late February/early March so 
they may participate in the 2019 winter bookings, which usually commence  
early to mid- April. Please email the Membership Officer and/or the Admin  
Manager before 31 January 2019, and you will be sent a link to the  
ONLINE MEMbERSHIP APPLICATION FORM. Please do NOT use old forms.

More information is available at www.brindabellaskiclub.org.au, or by emailing 
the Membership Officer (membership.officer@brindabellaskiclub.org.au)
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Kitchen kickboards Tiobunga loungeroom plasterboard replaced

SuMMER  
MEMbERSHIP

TIObuNGA uPDATE:
I am able to report that our insurance company has approved our claim and a 
builder has been appointed. The restoration work is due to commence early in 
the new year with completion scheduled for no later than the start of  the ski  
season. The successful tender was Chapman Constructions with a bid of   
approximately $250,000. Chapman Constructions Snowy Mountains are based 
in Jindabyne and have extensive experience in the region with work in Thredbo, 
Perisher and Lake Crackenback.

As part of  the damage mitigation, a builder was engaged by the Club to remove 
damaged plasterboard allowing better airflow to dry out the lodge as quick as 
possible. The newly appointed builder will be on site 21 December turning on 
the heating to dry out the concreate floor slabs, blockwork, timber frames and 
remaining plasterboard. 

Do you have friends who are keen bushwalkers, trout fisherfolk or who are just 
enthusiastic about the Snowy Mountains? 

There are currently a number of  Summer memberships available. Summer  
members also need to be sponsored by existing full members, and are  
encouraged to participate in a work party and/or stay in the lodges in the  
company of  a member prior to applying.

For more information and to apply, please email the Membership Officer and/or 
the Admin Manager, and you will be sent a link to the  
ONLINE MEMbERSHIP APPLICATION FORM. Please do NOT use old forms.

Plugging The Spring that Sprung



Plasterboard has been removed from the ceiling and walls where required to 
open up and dry out affected areas.

With a large portion of  the ground floor ceiling removed we took the opportunity 
to replace the polypropylene water pipes with copper, replace the plastic access 
covers with metal boxes and install a shut-off  valve. This plumbing work has 
been completed so will have no impact on the flood restoration work.

The committee is considering the possibility of  performing some modifications 
to Tiobunga at the same time as the flood repairs. These include swapping the 
kitchenette and bathroom in the manager’s flat to improve the amenity of  the 
flat; and adding an additional bedroom by taking up the day store, part of  the 
downstairs lounge and part of  the toilet off  the foyer in order to provide greater 
room allocation flexibility with no additional bed licences. The day store would 
move to shelving in the garage.

Repairing the  
managers flat

Offending toilet that  
spung the leak



Now that a builder has been allocated, the sub-committee will present the  
additional scope of  work to them seeking a quote. The committee will consider 
undertaking the alterations if  the quote provides value for money and can be 
completed with little to no impact on their schedule. If  there is no real saving  
to be gained by including this additional work in the current restoration  
work then the committee may schedule this work in its 5 to 10 year  
build/maintenance programme.

Updates on Tiobunga will be sent out as and when more information is known 
but in the meantime this lodge will be closed until further notice.

Repairs being carried out around the lodge



All events that are hosted by the club are listed on the club website. After logging 
into the website navigate to “What’s Happening” and then click on “Events”. This 
section will be constantly updated with the information about all club events.

There are 3 summer events that have been organised and are already well  
supported but they all have some beds remaining.

Please email Mark Green (business.planning@brindabellaskiclub.org.au) to book 
for these events. Once you have booked your beds an invoice will be emailed 
to you. All events will offer guests 3 nights for the price of  two. Please indicate 
when booking what you extra night will be so that a bed can be reserved on that 
night for you.

BSC is hosting an art workshop in 2019. The workshop tutors will be Jenny  
Manning and David McKenzie. Jenny worked for 24 years as an educator at the 
National Art Gallery of  Australia and currently works as a professional artist and 
teacher. Jenny and David held a similar course for our club in Feb 2018 and was 
a hit with all attendees.

The main aim of  this year’s workshop (1.5 days) is to explore the landscape 
through drawing and painting.

1. Photographing trees, bark and habit of  growth, rocks and other close up 
elements of  the local landscape.

2. Making quick drawings of  these elements for inclusion in the painting
3. Discussion of  landscape composition
4. Thumbnail designs for landscape paintings.
5. Using charcoal and acrylic paint create works in layers
6. Review time.

Cost: $90 per head. Please bring cash to pay the tutors directly at the workshop.

Materials: A list of  materials to be provided by Jenny and students is still being 
finalised.
 
Tutors: Jenny and David will bring most of  the paint, brushes etc.

Students: You will need to bring your own cheap, and rather small, canvases, 
some paper and paints. If  you have an easel then please bring it. You can then 
work on a larger scale. Places like Spotlight have cheap art materials. If  you  
have a phone with a camera then please bring that as well or another device like 
an iPad.
 
Accommodation: Kyilla lodge has been blocked on these dates for this event.

Art Lessons 8th and 9th Feburary 2019

bSC EvENTS



BSC is hosting a Fly Fishing weekend in Guthega. The ACTFF are again joining us to 
provide instruction. The ACTFF will structure the weekend to suit the skill level of  the 
attendees.

This event has been popular over the last few years and I already have about a dozen 
members keen to try their hand at this sport.
 
At this stage the exact location for the lessons has not been decided. The ACTFF 
know where they are biting and will plan that for us.

1. When booking please confirm your attendance. Kyilla has 23 beds so num-
bers are limited. 

2. Please indicate your fly fishing skill level (Beginner, Intermediate, Expert, 
etc.)

3. Please indicate if  you have you own gear. If  not, the ACTFF can supply gear. 
 
Accomodation: Kyilla lodge has been blocked on these dates for this event.

BSC is hosting a Mountain Biking and Photography weekend. Thredbo is very 
committed to mountain bike riding with numerous tracks specifically designed 
and built for this growing sport. We have had a lot of  interest in MTB. We have 
also had a lot of  interest in photography lessons. We decided to host both events 
on the Anzac long weekend in Thredbo.
 
Mountain biking: The MTB riders will be enjoying the fantastic trails at  
Thredbo. Thredbo has really geared up for this very popular sport and riders will 
have loads of  fun on the trails.
MTb Cost: $0 per head from the club, except accomodation. This is a weekend 
where the riders will roam free. 
MTb Materials: Bring you own bike(s), helmets, tuning tools, etc. We have ex-
panded bike storage in Waragun to cater for the new breed of  thrill seekers.
 
Photography workshop: A professional photographer has been organised to 
present a photography workshop. Brad Chilby is a respected photographer from 
the Illawarra region. Brad has his work on display in a number of  locations in 
the Illawarra region.

http://www.chilby.com.au/

The workshop will be held over two days, 8 hours in total, preferably the Friday 
and Saturday. Brad will teach you how to use your camera on manual settings 
(ISO, Aperture, shutter speed, White Balance, Composure, Long Exposures etc.). 
Brad will also discuss all of  the back menu settings. Part of  the workshop will 
include walks where you can put the theory into practice. Brad will also try to 
include some time on editing and printing your photographs.

Fly Fishing Lessons 15–16 March 2019

Mountain biking and Photography 25–27 April 2019



Mountain biking and Photography 25–27 April 2019

Photography Cost: This will depend upon the number of  attendees. The more 
people attending the workshop the cheaper it gets. So far I have 10 people  
wanting to book in so immediately the price has dropped. Please join us and 
lower this down ever further. Payments will be made to Brad on the weekend so 
please bring the payment in cash.

Must have:
•	 A Camera — ideally an SLR camera, but mirrorless cameras and compact 

cameras are also okay to use. Mobile Phones can also be used but the 
course won’t be as beneficial. A fully charged battery and a memory card in 
the camera. 

•	 Not essential but beneficial things to bring:
•	 A tripod
•	 Any filters that you have
•	 Remote shutter release
•	 Any additional lenses (if  you have a standard lens, wide angle  

or zoom lens)
•	 Any other camera equipment you have that you want  

to learn more about.
 
Accommodation: Waragun lodge will be blocked for this event on these dates. 

Perisher and Thredbo have an extensive list of  events planned for summer. Stay 
at one of  the lodges and experience the resorts in summer. One big event is the 
Blues Festival on Jan 18 to 20 2019. 

http://snowymountains.com.au/events
https://www.thredbo.com.au/events/

PERISHER AND 
THREDbO SuMMER 
EvENTS



A newsletter for the resorts 

community of Kosciuszko 

National Park

Resort 
Round-up

Read our
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OTHER  
PubLICATIONS
For interested individuals, the following publication is a useful resorce for events, news and 
information from the the NSW Office of  Environment and Heritage.

This PDF links to the full publication online — so you can keep reading. The link also looks like this:  
 
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/-/media/OEH/Corporate-Site/Documents/Parks-reserves-and-protect-
ed-areas/Alpine-resorts/alpine-resort-round-up-newsletter-summer-2018-19-issue-39-180593.pdf

With some fanatastic articles, including 

what climate change will mean for the 

mountains, an expose on the Bogong moth 

and is your stream—clean? 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/-/media/OEH/Corporate-Site/Documents/Parks-reserves-and-protected-areas/Alpine-resorts/alpine-resort-round-up-newsletter-summer-2018-19-issue-39-180593.pdf


President - James Lawrence 
president@brindabellaskiclub.org.au

vP Management - Darren Hughes  
vp.management@brindabellaskiclub.org.au  

vP Tiobunga - Ian Lake  
vp.tiobunga@brindabellaskiclub.org.au

vP Kyilla - bruce Hartican  
vp.kyilla@brindabellaskiclub.org.au

vP Thredbo - Rob McGregor  
vp.thredbo@brindabellaskiclub.org.au  

Secretary - Rob Griffin  
secretary@brindabellaskiclub.org.au  

Treasurer - bryan Collis  
treasurer@brindabellaskiclub.org.au  

Club Captain - Stephen Lake  
club.captain@brindabellaskiclub.org.au  

business Planning - Mark Green 
business.planning@brindabellaskiclub.org.au  

Information Officer - David banham  
info@brindabellaskiclub.org.au  

Membership Officer - Margaret Smythe  
membership.officer@brindabellaskiclub.org.au

Online (preferred method) - www.brindabellaskiclub.org.au
or email the admin manager for manual bookings (on the admin email below)

Phone: 02 6100 4272 

Tiobunga: 02 6457 5329
Kyilla: 02 6457 5577

Waragun (Thredbo): 02 6457 7369

Lodge bookings

CLub CONTACTS
Committee

Club Website www.brindabellaskiclub.org.au  
Administration Manager admin.mgr@brindabellaskiclub.org.au  

Christie Editor Michael Wentworth-Perry christie.editor@brindabellaskiclub.org.au

mailto:president%40brindabellaskiclub.org.au?subject=
mailto:vp.management%40brindabellaskiclub.org.au?subject=
mailto:vp.tiobunga%40brindabellaskiclub.org.au?subject=
mailto:vp.kyilla%40brindabellaskiclub.org.au?subject=
mailto:vp.thredbo%40brindabellaskiclub.org.au?subject=
mailto:secretary%40brindabellaskiclub.org.au?subject=
mailto:treasurer%40brindabellaskiclub.org.au?subject=
mailto:club.captain%40brindabellaskiclub.org.au?subject=
mailto:business.planning%40brindabellaskiclub.org.au?subject=
mailto:info%40brindabellaskiclub.org.au?subject=
mailto:membership.officer%40brindabellaskiclub.org.au?subject=
http://www.brindabellaskiclub.org.au
http://www.brindabellaskiclub.org.au
mailto:admin.mgr%40brindabellaskiclub.org.au?subject=
mailto:christie.editor%40brindabellaskiclub.org.au?subject=

