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HAVE you CHECKED your 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS???       

Contact Pip Brown   

 

PLEASE READ THIS Please assist your volunteer 

membership team by renewing your membership by one of 

our preferred methods below. 

Renew online at our website with a credit card, this method 

is fully automatic, requiring zero volunteer effort. 

Make a direct deposit into KHA's bank account BSB: 062 

912 Account Number: 10140661 then login to register your 

payment on our website by making an 'offline' payment. Deposit 

your cheque at your local Commonwealth Bank Branch to the 

above bank account, then login to register your payment on our 

website by making an 'offline' payment. Instructions for the 

above can be found under the 'RENEW' menu item on the 

website. 

Kosciuszko Huts Association Incorporated 

(KHA)   

KHA (formed in 1971) provides volunteer support to the 

NSW and ACT Governments to preserve the ‘settlement 

era’ vernacular architecture of the northern Australian Alps 

as part of the continuum of total landscape management. We 

are one of only a few organisations in Australia dedicated to 

the preservation of traditional Australian bush building 

skills. We research and document history associated with 

these vernacular structures and conduct public information 

sessions in conjunction with the various parks services and 

other bodies to raise awareness of this history. We are 

acknowledged on both the NSW NPWS and ACT PCS 

Volunteering websites and we have a demonstrated track 

record of performance.  

 

IMPORTANT -  PLEASE NOTE 

For security reasons we are no longer able to accept credit 

card payment details  (numbers and type) sent to the KHA 

Post Office Box.   

For information about paying membership fees using your 

credit card online please go to the KHA Website - khuts.org 

 

KHA Insurance - Information for KHA members 
attending a work party or working on the huts - please 
be aware of the following: KHA Insurance will not 
consider any claim under any section of the policy if: 
 The insured is over 80 years of age 
 The insured person is under 12 years of age 

KHA Insurance Policies are available on the website if 
any member would like further information or 
clarification. For members not connected to the 
internet, please contact KHA's secretary.   

PLEASE be advised that the opinions expressed in the 
letters and reports in the newsletter are those of the 
writers. They do not necessarily reflect views or policy 
of the  

  Kosciuszko Huts Association 

GPO Box 2509 Canberra ACT 2601  
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Kosciuszko Huts Association’s  

 Annual General Meeting 16th May 2020 
 Rydges Horizons Snowy Mountains    

 Address: 10 Kosciuszko Rd, Jindabyne NSW 2627    

 

Rydges offers guests affordable quality accommodation -  
there is a restaurant, bar and bistro - please phone (02) 6456 2562 

or 
Jindabyne offers many types and styles of accommodation  

Further details will be advised in the April and May Bulletins 
                                 

 

Clive Richardson (secretary@khuts.org)  

From the Editor:  
Email to NPWS Jindabyne February 2020 
 
You are amazing people. You must know how much we love those 
old  buildings and you put your lives on the line at times to save 
them.  Its amazing what you do.  We are all so grateful for your 
efforts and the way you value the history wrapped up in those 
places.  I would hate to see Daveys go, it has been a place that has 
given back so much and we seem to have put so little in. Your 
people too, care about these old places, no less than if they were 
our own history and family. The RFS and Parks people step in and 

give it all to save them. I gained so much from knowing the Boltons and their stories, a long way 
from my own upbringing. A way of life totally unlike yours or mine.  
 
Anyway, not just us Daveys lot, or as Jack Bolton called us THE SNOWY PLAIN MOB, we say 
thanks so much.                        

                                                                                                                                          Pauline Downing, KHA 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU755AU755&sxsrf=ACYBGNSqrtHiJ-z-hhgU4KFLqYD0ggjZ8A:1582083131926&q=rydges+horizons+snowy+mountains+address&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LWz9U3MDQszDZNKdeSzU620s_JT04syczPgzOsElNSilKLixexqhdVpqSnFitk5BdlVuXnFSsU5-WXVyrk5
mailto:secretary@khuts.org


Kosciuszko Huts Association 
Annual General Meeting - 16th May 2020 

AGM commences 1:00 pm 

 

 

Agenda 

 

 

 

 

 

Members wishing to bring business before the AGM are required to give notice in writing to 
the Secretary by  31st March 2020 

 

 

 Contact details for the Secretary are: secretary@khuts.org or  

GPO Box 2509, Canberra ACT 2601 

No. Item 

  Welcome and apologies 

  Minutes of the 2019 AGM 

  Business arising from the 2019 AGM 

  Reports: 

  President’s Report 

  Treasurer’s Report 

  Huts Maintenance Officers’ Reports 

HMO Jagungal 

HMO Tantangara 

HMO Snowy 

HMO Namadgi 

  HMO Support/Liaison Officer 

   

  Other Business 

  Election of Office Bearers 

  Meeting closure 

mailto:secretary@khuts.org


A reluctant epitaph of sorts … Klaus Hueneke 
7th January 2020 

Thanks Chris, 
I’ve been hanging out like an expectant father waiting 

for your news. I was forewarned by Damian this AM that 4 Mile 
might not survive.  

I stood on my head to view your pic and yes it’s true 
(bloody, f------ well true!); tiny little insignificant 4 Mile has 
been gobbled up by a fearsome, famished dragon. The dragon is 
a fickle beast, it’s salivating tongues lick hither and thither with 
gay abandon. Broken Dam, not far away survived (so far). 
Selwyn gone, Yarrangobilly not. Delaneys gone, Happys not. 
And still it is hungry for more. 

I felt an urgent mysterious call to walk out there just 
before Xmas but did not know what it was about. Grandmother 4 
Mile ( or is she an auntie) must have known it was time to say 
goodbye. I made notes from her log book, took many photos 
(now with Pauline at the KHA), imbibed her smoky, woody 
essence and contemplated our 47 year relationship.  

She started me off on this writing, recording, 
photographing, dreaming and meaning making journey. I did not 
know then that it would build and build into a life’s work. Thank 
you 4 Mile for giving my life so many more dimensions and 
drawing me close to so many new faces and ideas. Thank you 4 
Mile for telling me what shelter, home and hearth is all about- no 
matter how primitive. 

Tis ironic that I’ve written 43,000 words of her story as 
‘My Life as a Mountain Hut’ and that almost at the finish line 
she is ripped away by a force greater than all of us. Perhaps there 
is even more reason to finish it now, perhaps!?, and as I sit here 
now I think I must. I owe it to her. Do I have what it takes? 

As I leafed through her log book I found this poem by a 
girl called Lilian (from the Nordic Ski Club), one of the most 
evocative about snow gums, high country, huts and hearth I have 
read. I read it aloud to grandma three times and thought I could 
hear her rattling her roofing irons. I hope you too will enjoy ‘the 
stove rearranges its wood’ and other such very evocative lines. 

 
Births and Death Notice  Bush Telegraph  

Four Mile Hut (1937 to 2020),  Refuge, Inspiration, 
Companion, Symbol, Museum, Quiet Place.  

Dear 4 Mile we are mourning your loss. 
You have always been open, welcoming and free 
You have warmed our hearts, bottoms, fingers and toes 
You have taken us back to harder, quieter, simpler times 
You have passed on the spirit of Bob Hughes - miner, skier, hut 
builder, gentleman 
You have kept alive important old tools, tales and traditions 
You have inspired us to wax lyrical, sing you a song and record 

your life 
 

You have sheltered birds, mice, lizards, wombats and people of 
all ages, sizes and creeds 
 

You have given us a quiet space to contemplate and clarify the 
road ahead You have seen, felt and heard everything but kept 
your silence and asked for only a few repairs in return. 
 4 Mile Hut was on 4 Mile Creek, 4 miles from Kiandra, a 
township also obliterated by recent fires. It was built by Bob 
Hughes in about 1937, in part from slabs at the Elaine Mine. It 
was smaller than Henry Thoreau's famous hut at Walden in the 
US, about the size of a small master bedroom with one four 
pane window, a wooden floor, a very tall iron chimney and 
many artefacts and wooden boxes preserved from the past. Its 
unique, almost iconic feature was hundreds of rusty strips of 
iron fastened over many cracks with flat head nails and leather 
washers.   After the end of grazing it was used by bushwalkers, 
ski tourers and occasional horse riders. In recent years it was 
sought out by people walking from Walhalla in Victoria to 
Tharwa near Canberra on the 700 km AAWT. The 
Nordic Ski Club (NSC) have looked after it for the last 30 years 
after I and others did the first restorations in 1978 and 1981. 
The club rebuilt the chimney twice, replaced some slabs, 
restored several posts, kept it spick and span and restocked the 
wood supply. One of their members, Bob Guy, wrote 
a superb song about Bob Hughes and a girl called Lilian wrote an 
evocative poem about the hut. People have scattered sacred 
ashes there. 
 

It survived the big blazes of 1939 and 2003, many small blazes in 
between, but could not quite dodge the fierce blast of 2020. 
The hut has featured in books by Pauline Downing, Matthew 
Higgins, Harry Hill and others including me with Huts of the High 
Country first published in 1982 and still in print. It has featured 
in a KHA huts film and in many short videos. I have almost 
finished a 50,000 word hut life story and now have the difficult 
emotional task of writing about its fiery end. I felt an urgent call 
to visit the hut before Xmas and was glad I did. The mountains 
were cool and green! 
   

I believe there are many people who in the fullness of time 
would like to see it rebuilt and restored as authentically as 
possible.      Yours,  Klaus Hüneke  
 

 

Above: Sadly,   
this photo from Klaus after his final 
sojourn with Four Mile, is portentous ...  

Four Mile is one of the most critical huts in 
the KNP, both for historical reasons, and 
survival shelter.  

 

Left: 4 Mile Hut  - Sketch by Andy 
Lomnicic                    KHuts.org 



MEMORIES of 4 MILE HUT  

Stefan de Montis  - I have a few fond memories of 
Four Mile. The one that stands out the most is on a 
walk from Tharwa to Thredbo in late November 2018. 
I left Hainsworth hut early morning, arriving at Four 
Mile hut in the evening. I was absolutely parched. 
Boiling hot outside already. What did I find in the 
hut??? A beer, glorious beer! I finished it far too 
quickly while sitting on one of the logs next to the fire 
ring and admiring the hut.                                

From David Scott:     

Mine is arriving in a blizzard from out of Commissioners 
Gully, perching on a pile of branches in the wood store for 
lunch, sharing the hut with 13 others amidst Goretex, 
Japara’s and clouds of steam. As the steam and all fell out 
of the main room, there was the face of an old friend 
who’d been squashed in a corner. 

Same trip I stopped under a tree atop Dunn s Hill, where a 
bush rat scampered out and parked his bum on my ski 
boot. He glanced up at me with a look of relief as if he’d 
been looking all day for something warmer than snow to 
park his tush on.  A pause and he was on his way. 
 
From Abigail Curtis: 
 
Lots of memories and folklore around Four Mile 
Hut as part of our childhood...  
 
Fondest memory: Camping in tents outside the 
hut in winter as it was already full of tired skiers 
by the time we got there ... so we built our fire on 
top of a wood platform on the snow and watched 
the fire and platform sink down, down, down, 
through the night. Magical experience as a child, 
and I don’t even recall feeling cold! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

KHA BULLETIN FEBRUARY 2020 
                                               

Rebuilding and recovery will be a long and difficult 
process that must be undertaken in cooperation with the 
NPWS & ACTPCS. Until the fires are extinguished the 
NPWS & ACT PCS will have many of their resources 
committed to continued monitoring and fire control 
efforts. 

The KHA applauds the enormous commitment that both 
the NPWS and ACT PCS men and women are making to 
save the huts, homesteads and other assets within the 
national parks. 

We will continue to keep you informed as more news 
comes to hand. More frequent reports can be found on 
the KHA website: https//khuts.org. 

  

Best Regards, 

KHA Committee 
 

http://khuts.org/


 
Goodbye to Delaneys … Paul Delaney 
 
Greetings to you all.   I know that Delaneys Hut and 
Sawyers Hut were destroyed by bushfire only a few 
days after I had completed the annual maintenance 
on then, but I would like to still like to send this report 
in, to complete the paperwork for this season’s 
maintenance. 
  
Annual Maintenance for Delaney’s  Hut,  
27– 29 December 2019. Jobs completed: 
 
(1)    Oiled the north and west walls as well 
around the kitchen window wall. 

(2)    Sand down tabletop to remove stains 
and marks. 

(3)    Sand down bench seat to remove 
stains and marks. 

(4)    Clean windows glass inside and 
outside. 

(5)    Remove people’s names off the ceiling 
joist in the kitchen, by sanding off. 

(6)    Clean the inside of the hut, including 
the fireplace, wood box, and floor, scrubbing 
the steel plate in front of the fire place. 

(7)    Filled up the firewood box. 

Note :  The stone rain-water drains didn’t need 
cleaning this year, which is telling us that it has been 
a dry winter this year. 

After finishing the work on Delaney’s Hut, I called 
into  Sawyer’s Hut to oil the door and the windows. 
Because the hut is looking so good after the great 
job the KHA group did on cleaning and oiling the 
wall boards I decided to clean the window glass 
inside and outside. While I was doing these jobs, a 
few people who had stopped to look at the hut, 
asked me if it was a new hut, it was looking so good. 

Delaney’ Hut is now gone for the second time, and 
that is very sad. But for Judy Chappell and I it has 
been so wonderful to have been able to connect 
with that country and be a small part of my family’s 
history in that area. It was so good to be a part of 
the rebuilding of the hut, along with my two brothers, 
Brian and John and their wives, Robin and Ana. My 
two nephews Patrick and Colin and their wives Jane 
and Liz. 

I also found it very easy and enjoyable, working with 
all NPWS staff doing the rebuild, Megan, Roger, 
Chum and Phill. After the rebuild, and for the 11 
summers of annual maintenance, it was good and so 
easy working with Elouise and the KHA huts 

maintenance officers. I thank you all, it has been so 
good for  me. If it is ever decided to rebuild Delany’s 
again, I would like to be a part of it. 

I hope we get enough rain to put these fires out soon. 
Thank you all ever so much, it’s been such a joy. 

 Regards,  Paul Delaney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           Delaneys Hut 1970 (photo: Klaus Hueneke) 



Life will return to Namadgi National Park in the 
aftermath of the Orroral Valley bushfire 

Excerpts from—  

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-02-16/namadgi-
national-park-recovery-after-orroral-valley-fire/11968950                              
sent in by Di Thomspon 

… The bulk of Namadgi is still off limits to the public. 
It's dangerous, it's ugly, and, quite frankly, it's a 
distressing sight for those who love it. 

Behind the roadblocks can only be described as 
"ground zero" — the place where fire raced out of the 
Orroral Valley and consumed virtually all before it. 

At Glendale, close to an ACT Parks depot, everything 
is black. The rocks, the trees, and the soil. 

The creeks run black with ash after recent rains. The 
river banks are sticky with soot. And each footstep on 
the forest floor sinks deeper than you feel it should. 

Everything seems dead. Trees resemble blackened 
matchsticks, with branches and dead leaves frozen in 
the direction of the firestorm.... Firefighters went to 
considerable effort and expense to save Indigenous 
relics, including ripping up timber boardwalks around 
the Yankee Hat rock art site to prevent it burning the 
irreplaceable paintings. 

They steered the fire around sites of European 
historical significance, like Pryor's Hut, Frank and 
Jack's Hut, Gudgenby Homestead, and Ready-cut 
Cottage. 

And they even commandeered an ADF Taipan 
helicopter, with a reported running cost of $70,000 an 
hour, to a secret location near Corin Dam to retrieve a 
sacred Indigenous women's object… 
 
Read it all on the ABC website 
 
 
 

DEMANDERING HUT / CURTIS REFUGE 
Its history                                                     Pauline Downing  

The Cotter family, one of the earliest of the grazing 
families in what is now the ACT, built Demandering 
Hut.  Pronounced “Dee-mon-dering” this hut takes its 
name from the family property. Cotter took up the 
Demandering Run for grazing from James Booth in 
1860.  
 

In the early 1940s Jack Cotter decided to build a hut 
for shelter. It is the only hut in Namadgi National Park 
where bullocks were used during construction.  
 
A bullock team dragged the felled peppermint 
eucalyptus (the only straight timber available nearby) 
to the site for the stumps, corner posts and some of the 
framework.  
 

This delightful cabin was/will be just a short walk off 
the fire trail to Horse Gully Hut in the Naas Valley. Two 
square steel tanks were encased in the stone 
fireplace which has a metal flue. Some modifications 
to the original fireplace had been carried out to ensure 
safety.  

One of the hut’s real delights, apart from its cool 
setting in the forest, was the water tank. A long drink 
of cool water on a summer walk is so refreshing if you 
don’t look too carefully into your mug. You may find 
aquatic wildlife in larval stages – don’t forget to boil or 
sterilise the water. 

Of interest is what appeared to be erosion under the 
hut. When the hut was used for grazing support, salt, 
a supplement for stock, was stored there for many 
years. Native animals also crave this substance and, 
as a result of these animals scratching away at the 
salt impregnated soil, the stumps have become 
undermined.   

The name Curtis Refuge, as the hut is often called, 
comes from later owners of the property, after Cotter’s 
occupation.             Access: Walk or cycle via Naas 
Valley Fire Trail from Mt. Clear Campground 

Ed: Demandering Hut was due for reconstruction by 
ACT Parks — though a rebuild is not quite the same for 
those of us lucky enough to have visited, or worked on 
it. 

Demandering Hut destroyed by fire; February 2020 

Photo Brett McNamara 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-02-16/namadgi-national-park-recovery-after-orroral-valley-fire/11968950
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-02-16/namadgi-national-park-recovery-after-orroral-valley-fire/11968950


Below: Daveys Hut - wrapped and ready. Luckily the fire 
was diverted and the wrapping didn’t have to be tested. 
Photo :  Garry McDougall  Below: From Peter Charker, posted on the 

Adaminaby Notice Board 

The Gospers Mountain fire in the Wollemi 
National Park  was started by lightning on October 26 

and may be the largest ever fire started from a single source. 
Hidden within a remote area of the park is a grove of about 
200 of what are termed “dinosaur trees” which fossil records 
show existed between 100-200 million years ago. Discovered 
in 1994 it has been a battle to keep out contamination from 
human  interaction and their location is a tightly kept secret. 
With Ministerial support a determined and secret effort was 
undertaken to protect these trees using fire retardant. 
Specialists were also winched in to prepare an irrigation 
system consisting of portable water repositories, pumps and 
piping to increase the moisture content of the ground fuels. 
It was a desperate attempt against the odds as fire retardant 
was dropped by an aerial tanker and helicopters water buck-
eted the pines supporting a NPWS ground crew operating the 
irrigation system pumps. This crew was winched in and out 
when conditions permitted for a few days and successfully 
managed to wet the ground in the main grove. 
The main fire subsequently arrived at the lip of the canyon 
and was threatening the pines. Due to the dense smoke it was 
impossible to see what was happening on the ground. An air 
attack Parks specialist, Steve Cathcart, who had previously 
worked in Wollemi NP, was despatched by helicopter to try 
and assess the fire movement, however due to poor visibility 
Steve decided to winch into the canyon and carry out an on-
ground assessment. Fire had entered the canyon and burning 
eucalypt tree branches which had fallen into the canyon had 
to be removed and hot coals kicked away from tree bases. The 
irrigation system piping was damaged by fire and had to be 
repaired. Luckily, he had a Leatherman tool and could cut and 
repair sections of the piping. Working against the fire clock 
the poly pipes were used as hoses to wet around the tree 
bases. He later said,“it was a bit agricultural but it worked”.   
With smoke becoming denser and wind increasing the 
firefighter was winched out to safety. The pinpoint 

coordinates he provided enabled accurate water drops by 

helicopters. The pines were saved.             Bob Salijevic          

                                                               Photo above: The Guardian 
Ed:    Our Local Hero  ... Steve Cathcart (Tumut NPWS) is 
dismissive of the hero label and says he was just a cog in an 
extra-ordinary team that saved the pines. “I just happened to 
be there at that time,” he 
says. “I knew that we 
probably wouldn’t get 
another opportunity to 
organise a team [to go down] 
and that the smoke would 
probably close in. It had to be 
me.”  ...    See the full story in  
THE AUSTRALIA NEWSPAPER 
February 14, 2020 https://
www.theaustralian.com.au/
weekend-australian-
magazine/jurassic-ark-the-
secret-mission-to-save-the-
wollemi-pines-from-
bushfires/news-story  

     

           Photo: George Malolakis worldparkscongress.org/ 

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/weekend-australian-magazine/jurassic-ark-the-secret-mission-to-save-the-wollemi-pines-from-bushfires/news-story
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/weekend-australian-magazine/jurassic-ark-the-secret-mission-to-save-the-wollemi-pines-from-bushfires/news-story
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/weekend-australian-magazine/jurassic-ark-the-secret-mission-to-save-the-wollemi-pines-from-bushfires/news-story
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/weekend-australian-magazine/jurassic-ark-the-secret-mission-to-save-the-wollemi-pines-from-bushfires/news-story
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/weekend-australian-magazine/jurassic-ark-the-secret-mission-to-save-the-wollemi-pines-from-bushfires/news-story
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/weekend-australian-magazine/jurassic-ark-the-secret-mission-to-save-the-wollemi-pines-from-bushfires/news-story
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/weekend-australian-magazine/jurassic-ark-the-secret-mission-to-save-the-wollemi-pines-from-bushfires/news-story
http://worldparkscongress.org/


Boobee Hut completed February 2009 

Burnt January 2020 - but still standing! 

 

 

Below: Valentine Hut wrapped 

in foil  

(Below right) Tin Mines and Carters Huts 
(Above left, Carters. Right: Cascade    
    
Both Tin Mines huts and Cascade hut have been 
wrapped and protection works completed around 
them. We hope to achieve this for Teddys as well. 
Regards 

Rob Gibbs 7/01/2020 



The Way We Were … Memories 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Kiandra in Sept 1966, taken by my mother Billie Higgins.  Nice to remember in these sad days.   

Courtesy Matthew Higgins. 

As at 15 Feb, the NPWS and ACT PCS has 
confirmed that 16 huts and buildings have been lost 
in the recent bushfires in the Kosciuszko National 
Park and the Namadgi National Park. 
The following is a report of those huts that KHA, as 
caretakers, assists the NPWS and ACT PCS with 
ongoing maintenance. 
 

Burnt 
16 huts have been lost to the bushfires: 

KNP: 

•  Linesmans No3 (1950) - Fifteen Mile Spur 

•  Linesmans No3 (1980) - Fifteen Mile Spur 

•   Vickerys Hut 

•  Delaneys Hut 

•   Happys Hut 

•   Brooks Hut (still standing but badly burnt) 

•  Bradley & O’Briens Hut 

•  Four Mile Hut 

•  Kiandra Courthouse  

•  Matthews Cottage  

•   Pattinsons Hut  

•  Round Mountain Hut  

•  Sawyers Hill Hut 

•   Wolgal Lodge 

NNP: 
•  Max & Berts Hut  

•  Demandering Hut 
 

Other major losses, in or close to KNP 

•  Mt. Selwyn Resort 

•  Cabramurra housing (half)  

•  Towong Hill homestead, Upper Murray,  
Victoria, former home of Elyne and 

   Tom Mitchell. 
  

Sawyers Hill Rest House inspected by NPWS ranger. 
Photo: ABC News 



Kiandra's history 
stolen in high 
country 
burglary 
6 August 2019 

Police are investigating a robbery at 
Australia’s highest historic display in the 
Old Kiandra Courthouse/Chalet. 

 

National Parks and Wildlife Service 
(NPWS) staff discovered in late July 
that the old Courthouse/Chalet had 
been broken into and historic artefacts 
from the birthplace of Australian skiing 
and the nation’s “coldest” gold rush in 
1859 stolen. 

NPWS Park Operations Area 
Manager, Matt White, said: “The 
Courthouse/Chalet is on the State 
heritage Register and housed a heritage display 
with numerous open days and group tours held 
during the year. 

“The display included items illustrating skiing, 
gold mining, law enforcement, and life at 
Kiandra using information and relics. 

The burglars damaged the courthouse door 
and display cabinets to steal wooden skis, 
ceramic pots, original photos and historic 
crockery, all of which was used to tell the 
story of Kiandra’s rich history. 

In addition, damage was done to a door to 
gain entry and to the display cabinets. 

“It’s particularly concerning for the many 
people associated with Kiandra’s history 
including members of the Friends of Kiandra 
volunteer group who have helped raise money to 

purchase relics and conduct open days.” 

“We’re very keen to get this irreplaceable material 
back. While it may not have a high monetary value, 
it is irreplaceable.” 

The building was used as a ski chalet from the 
1940s until the early 1970s during which time it 
was extensively modified and expanded to include 
accommodation, a service station and a licenced 
bar. 

The Court House was partially restored by NPWS 
between 2012 and 2014. 

Monaro Police District are currently investigating 
the break and enter and anyone with information 
about this incident is urged to contact Adaminaby 
Police Station on 64542244 or Crime Stoppers on 
1800 333 000.  

Information is treated in strict confidence. The 
public is reminded not to report crime via NSW 
Police social media pages. 

Below: So sad … Kiandra today. Those artifacts would have 

been lost, hopefully the thieves will return them to give 

something back of that history.   Photo:   https://

www.tatimes.com.au/high-country-ravaged-by-fire  

Kiandra Courthouse from above:  Courtesy of David Scott  

https://www.tatimes.com.au/high-country-ravaged-by-fire
https://www.tatimes.com.au/high-country-ravaged-by-fire


LETTERS -Very bad news re Kiandra from 

Pauline and Clive. All buildings gone. Am in numb shock. 
But thank God no people hurt or killed. I fear for 4 Mile and 
many other huts. My biography of it may be an epitaph. My 
photos the last ones taken. 

Many of the snow gums around favourite camp at 3 
Mile Dam and the rest of that country will be burnt back into 
their rootstocks. So will the flowering fields of Bossiaea and 
green tussocks I walked through before Xmas. The brown 
snake on Mt Selwyn may have survived under rocks. But all 
the houses and ski buildings gone. NO more job for the 
helpful manager and his young family who let me drive to the 
towers. No more skiing. 

There were more NP&WS staff and resources in 
2003 to back burn and save some of the land and the huts. The 
state gov has been using the money to build roads and 
concrete tunnels in Sydney instead. It makes no sense. Well 
not to me. 

There were no major Kossie fires between 1939 and 
2003, now another a mere 16 years later!! A sign? A bloody 
big sign. 

Something that has been in scientific minds and words 
is coming true. So is what I first learnt from certain open 
minded professors at Macquarie Uni in the 1960s. The earth is 
bleeding, the land is crying, the stars are not aligned, human 
beings are crazy. Oh No, that includes me. 

Take care with family, friends and what is dear in 
your heart. 

Klaus 
 

 from Matthew Higgins: 

Also, very sadly Towong Hill Homestead has been 

destroyed in the upper Murray.  This was the home of 

Elyne and Tom Mitchell, who as many of you know were 
famous in the high country.  Elyne wrote many books 
including Australia’s Alps and the Silver Brumby series 
and was a skier; Tom was a champion skier and Vic. 
parliamentarian.  They did many long distance cross-
country ski trips in the Snowies. They died some years 
ago and surviving son John had the homestead.  He is 
safe at least.  See https://www.bordermail.com.au/
story/6567683/famed-upper-murray-property-lost-in-
bushfire/ 

Sybil Elyne Keith 

Mitchell, OAM was an 

Australian author 

noted for the Silver 

Brumby series of 

children's novels. Her 

non-fiction works 

draw on family history 

and culture. Wikipedia 

 

 

 

Above :  Pryor's Hut - PCS has deployed a buoy 

wall with 48,000 litres of water, deployed by 
sprinkler. It will be activated if a fire approaches.  
https://www.theland.com.au/  

https://www.bordermail.com.au/story/6567683/famed-upper-murray-property-lost-in-bushfire/
https://www.bordermail.com.au/story/6567683/famed-upper-murray-property-lost-in-bushfire/
https://www.bordermail.com.au/story/6567683/famed-upper-murray-property-lost-in-bushfire/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elyne_Mitchell
https://www.theland.com.au/


 

LETTERS 
‘The history and heritage of each hut is something that cannot be replaced. After the 2003 bushfires huts 
were rebuilt, and again they will need to be replaced after being burned. 

The NPWS staff all have great affection for these huts and are devastated at what they now see. They 
have tried valiantly to save huts, by wrapping them with foil to protect against the heat. Consider that 
these huts are in very remote locations only accessed by fire trails and the enormity of the task becomes 
clear. ‘  

Steve Cuff, Snowy Mountains Magazine 

 

Email from Jean Hammond HMO Namadgi :    I was upset and in tears to hear that Gudgenby Ready 
Cut is burnt hot and incinerated in parts but the rangers saved it. Not sure about the homestead 
where the rangers stay. The conditions changed yesterday. The reports were saying over 400ha 
are being burnt every hour. 
 
Greetings, 
  

Our summer of discontent continues - a summer which will be etched in the pages of 
history forever.  
  
Personally to witness the park burn once in a career is disappointing, for it to burn twice 
with such intensity, is slightly confronting. Its with a very heavy heart that I can 
now confirm that we have indeed lost Demandering Hut. 
  
Walking into the site yesterday to confirm the loss, the fire intensity through this part of the 
park was intense. It burnt with such ferocity that even the water boiled splitting the rain 
tank.  
  
It would appear that Demandering is our only hut lost. This speaks of our preparation and 
incredible fire fighting effort to ‘steer’ approaching fires around key sites. During these dark 
days our ‘beacons of hope’ along the green shoots of recovery will be the huts that we 
have saved. The journey to recovery is a familiar one, I’ve trodden down it’s pathway 
before - it’s well worn.  
  
I sense that these jewels will be treasured by a community looking to reconnect with the 
mountains.  
  
With time various recovery programs will require a sophisticated level of coordination - we 
can draw from our collective post 2003 experiences for guidance. In the meantime there 
continues to be a Herculean effort at every level across this challenging, daunting fire 
ground.   
  
We take comfort knowing that we have good people doing absolutely extraordinary 
things. Nature will recover, so will we.  
  
With kind regards, 
  
Brett McNamara 
ACT Parks & Conservation Service 
Mobile: 0417292885 



Fauna Rescue Initiative  
The Nordic Ski Club is (was) the caretaker group 
for 4 Mile Hut which is now tragically lost to the 
recent bush fires. 
 
Many native animals in the Kosciuszko National 
Park and environs have also lost their shelters so 
the Nordic Ski Club and friends are undertaking a 
project to build and supply habitat boxes for native 
animals. 
 
23 earnest, dedicated and skilled workers have 
consumed 7 sheets of ply, 1500 screws, 4 tubes 
and 500ml of glue and drilled 2000 holes. Thus far 
we have made and painted 106 antechinus (etc) 
nesting boxes. 
 

(Some pics of our first habitat workshops) 
 
We had very tough 
weather last Saturday; a 
bit better on Sunday and 
rain at the end came as a 
reward for all our efforts
(?).  
 
Our next project is set for 
5 & 9 Feb working on 
boxes for microbats and 
completing 20 
more antechinus boxes. 
 
We expect to deliver the 
new tiny homes to NPWS 
on completion and can 
supply details for 
manufacturing to any other 

parties who may be interested. 
 
Regards Robyn and Rick Counsell  
(Derschko Hut caretakers) 
 
 

WELCOME NEW 
MEMBERS!  

1/12/2019—24/2/2020 

Hugo Kneebone 

Alison Langenhorst 

Colin Rogers 

Alex Wotzko 

Libby Adamson 

Charlotte Corbyn 

Richie Robinson 

Tom Gilfedder 

Daniel Licastro 

John O’Connor 

Marc Howard 

Peter Harlow 

Paul Moonie 

Jessie Wighton 

Michael Pain 

Sasa Kennedy 

Greg Knight 

Mark King 

Timothy Hanigan 

Karen Lawrie 

Tom Richards 

John Flint 

Richard Teffer 

Kelly Zyla 

Rosemary Hollow 

Geoff Ashley 

Mary Kershaw 

Luke O’Keeffe 

Kate McNamarra 

Shrike O’Malley 

Stacey Schomberg 

Stuart Steele 

Geoff Payne 

Simon Stratford 

Daniel Uden 

Jullietta Jung 

Gerard White 

Glenn Johnson 

Leonie Doyle 

Wayne Corrigan 

Judith Herald (rejoined) 

Jim Collier 

David Barker 

Robert Louis 

George Bell 

John Eddy 

Oliver Sumner- Potts  

 

 

 

 



Ed: I have no idea who passed this on to me. I found it while sorting the pile of 
paperwork that is under the heading of ‘huts’ in my cupboard. Probably in all 
likelihood Graham Scully. It has a handwritten notation at the top of ‘Cooma Monaro 
Express, 1980. ‘ The poem’s cadence is that of the old Frankie Lane song, Ghost 
Riders in the Sky. If you enlarge it on your screen it is so incredibly interesting, with 
many of the names of so many of our old stockmen, and the huts … Davey 
Williamson, Harvey, Willis, Weston and my lovely Jack Bolton, all gone now from 
Snowy Plain. There is a LOT of High Country history tucked up in this poem.    

Postscript.  Amazingly, after I put this into the newsletter, I found the shortened 
version of the poem in the back pages of Helen Taylor’s new book! Life on the 
Currango High Plains and Beyond.  She told me that this poem by Beryl Heather 
1934 was found among Molly Taylor’s papers saved by Mollie Taylor.   It’s the first 
carbon copy of the original I suspect.    
RIDERS OF THE RANGE  Beryl Heather at Valentines, February, 1934 
Then the full length poem beginning “ A long long way from Sydney town....    Enjoy:  



  

From Derek Flannery  -   KOORIBRI  
  I (68yr old) remember as a kid my family warming 
up the old valve radio at 6 o'clock to listen to latest 15 
minute episode of Blue Hills on the ABC. The show, and 
Gwen were very popular when the serial was running...and 
it went for years. (Ed: Blue Hills? - Surely some of you 
remember… unfortunately I don’t - I was a city kid for 18 
years!) 

 
 I vaguely recall heading towards Wee Jasper then 
continued south instead of going over the bridge into Wee 
Jasper.  
 Over a decade later, I emailed Tim the Yowie Man in 
May 2014 mentioning this cottage. (among other things) ... 
and he said coincidentally that he had been there a few 
months ago and an article was coming up. It 
appeared  many months later on 9 Dec.  
https://www.smh.com.au/national/act/tim-the-yowie-man
-blue-hills-dreaming-20141208-122f2m.html 
 
 This article gives details that may pinpoint where the 
cottage is. Place name is Kooribri.  Couldn't find on Google 
Maps. My photos indicate the land behind the cottage 
drops off a fair bit. . ?? 
 
 Re the cottage: This is where she wrote 
the ABC's radio serial 'Blue Hills'.  In later years 
Peter Luck stayed there and  wrote his TV series 
'This Fabulous Century,' and, Richard Carlton, 
the journalist who died about 10 years ago, 
(and apparently other members of the media) 
used to go there as well to camp/fish/unwind. 
I was there just after the bushfires and 
remember being at the Smith's home.  He was 
local fire captain and remember asking him 
about the cottage as I had driven past it to get 
to his house. He and his wife knew a lot about 
it...I think it was on or near their 
property. I recall them mentioning how they had saved it 
from being lost in the bush fires. 
They told me that the characters in the radio serial were 
based on locals although they were, from what I can 
remember, mixed up a bit. 
 A real man being a women in the play and names 
being swapped around or mixed. The real post office was 
at a different end of the town to the one in the serial. The 
wife mentioned lots of names and details but I don’t 
remember much of the conversation. Gwen lived out her 
final days around Bowral... 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue_Hills_(radio_serial) 
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue_Hills_%
28radio_serial%29> 

Cheers  
 
  Attached photos (above right) I took on 5 Feb 2003 
when I went there just after the Canberra firestorm. 

 

 

Life on the Currango High 
Plains and Beyond  

edited by Judi Hearn 
and Helen Taylor 
 
Helen gifted me a copy of her 
book last year. Its 90 pages of 
stories, photos from family 
albums, yarns and history 
complete Ted’s book 
Reflections of Ted Taylor: 
Man of the High Country 
which is on my bookshelf 
among my other High Country 
books. 
Its magic to read. Some of the 

people I knew, some I had heard of and there are many 
stories told by people I haven't come across previous-
ly.  
It covers the Taylors’ life, from poorest beginnings of 
Tom and Molly (a city girl on holidays) their boys, 
their families, the  homesteads and a life lived by those 
iconic people whom I would not swap for quids (if you 
could find them today, quids that is). Its got humour 
too but those people lived hard lives, hard to even 
imagine,. 
The Currango Experience is told by people with 
heartfelt honestly and some amusement. I thought two 
women who set off from Sydney for a few days at 
Currango, in winter, were quite mad! I spent a June 
long weekend at Daveys Hut and have never been so 
cold. It didn’t snow, elevation too low - it was, I think 
too cold to snow. You can buy the book by contacting 

Helen on currango2@bigpond.com. You’ll love it, 
true Aussies all of them.   Pauline 

https://www.smh.com.au/national/act/tim-the-yowie-man-blue-hills-dreaming-20141208-122f2m.html
https://www.smh.com.au/national/act/tim-the-yowie-man-blue-hills-dreaming-20141208-122f2m.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue_Hills_(radio_serial)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue_Hills_%28radio_serial%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue_Hills_%28radio_serial%29
mailto:currango2@bigpond.com


I relocated my study recently into what was the formal 

dining room., a room we hardly have used, as most guests or 
family hang about the kitchen/family room while the meal is 
being made ready … during the uplift I found my notes for Huts 
and Homesteads of Namadgi National Park, A.C.T and some of 
these were not included: ps: I found a few copies of the book. 
Anyone interested? 

SAM ABOUDS HUT  - The story is told that Sam Aboud was 
much smitten with a woman who would only marry him 
and live on the property if he installed a flushing toilet. So 
Sam built his lady a toilet and today (according to John 
Evans– photo below) a pedestal of white porcelain along 

with the cistern, still remains on a 
rocky outcrop at the site. One would 
think that a woman of such dis-
cerning nature would have surely 
insisted on her toilette being carried 
out in complete privacy so it could be 
assumed there was a building that 
has since collapsed and disappeared, 
surrounding the toilet suite. Sam 
Aboud purchased Long Flat from Jack 

Maguire in the 1960s and built a house of corrugated iron. 
There remains some chimney stones; these had been taken 
from a previous home belonging to Edward and Mary (nee 
Chalker) Brayshaw and re-used, as was the norm in remote 
areas. http://www.johnevans.id.au/wp/other-resources/points

-of-interest/sam-abouds-dunny-and-hutedward-baryshaws-hut 

ACT FORESTS HUT (1966) —Also called Foresters Hut. This 
structure is a simple one-roomed hut with an enclosed 
anteroom. The fireplace would have comforted the workers 
as the hut was used as shelter or as a lunchroom. (Built in 
1966 for the planting of the Boboyan Pine Forest.. John Evans 
http://www.johnevans.id.au/Pages/Namadgi%20Huts.htm  
Slightly uphill and next to the hut was a large open-fronted 
machinery shed once used to store a bulldozer and other 
necessary plant and equipment used by ACT Forest Service. 
With the approval of ACT Park Service, members of KHA 
dismantled the machinery shed. The corrugated iron 
cladding and timber frame (each piece numbered and 
catalogues) was then transported to the Glendale Works 
Depot in Namadgi National park where it was reassembled 
to provide storage for KHA’s tools and building materials. 

KHA work parties restored the hut, re-stumping to correct 
the floor alignment and fitting new floorboards. They 
restored the stone chimney and flue to ensure the hut’s 
safety. 

THE BANKS HUT— Only a few chimney stones remain at 
the site that is in remote Namadgi. Most were used to line 
the chimney in Max and Berts Hut on the Booth Range 
lease. The Banks Hut was thought to have been built prior 
to the mid-1930s. Its builders are unknown, but Gerald 
Massey was a former leaseholder. E. J and Thomas E. 
Oldfield leased Block 6 from 1927, Ted Oldfield made use of 
this hut before he built The Bog Hut. Earlier holders of the 
lease included DeSalis of Cuppacumbalong in the 19th 

century who may have built a hut of slab walls with a 
shingle roof to support grazing. 

DE SALIS HUT —Leopold de Salis came 
out from England in 1840 after studying 
sheep farming in Scotland. He acquired 
extensive properties around the 
Murrumbidgee River and in 1855 
purchased Cuppacumbalong situated on 
the Murrumbidgee at Tharwa. His grazing 
was reduced significantly under the 
Robertson Land Act yet he managed to 
convert his property to his title. He was diligent in his 
clearing requirements under the Land Act and scoured the 
land by ringbarking (or tree ringing) vigorously for pastures.  
De Salis is credited with the concept of dams to water 
livestock. His lease in the Otter Valley in the name of his 
son George (the second of four sons) covered almost 
15,000 acres. Weather could be extreme in the valley and it 
has been recalled that the Cotter River would freeze over. A 
hut used by the stockmen was built on a flat on the south 
side, close to the junction of de Salis Creek and the Cotter 
River. Its location is unknown and of what was most likely a 
slab walled hut with a shingle roof, nothing remains. Cuth 
Kitchener and Ted Oldfield shepherded for de Salis when 
they were young men.  The wool price bottomed. This, 
coupled with drought and the 1890s Depression in 
Australia, de Salis , along with other graziers, was declared 
bankrupt by 1898. He died in that year. 

BILL GINNS HUT - This hut, reputedly built by one of the 
cooks at the Mt .Franklin Chalet was named for a grazier, 
Bill Ginn who farmed his property on the Gundaroo Road.  
Bill carried Canberra Alpine Club members to the Chalet in 
his flat-top 5-ton truck from the 1930 - 50s providing 
transport over roads both difficult and primitive.  Fund 
raising dances held each year in May for the club were held 
in Boll’s woolshed. A small hut only 4 metres square, it was 
built of mountain ash slabs, set horizontally into uprights. 
The floor was earthen, the roof covered with galvanised 
iron. There was a hearth which warmed the hut, the 
chimney was constructed of galvanised iron. In the early 
years of the 1960s the hut was dismantled and the wall 
slabs taken to Burra outside of Queanbeyan. They were lost 
in a bushfire. 

Bill Ginn’s Hut in August 1955. https://www.library.act.gov.au/find/

history/search/Manuscript_Collections/

canberra_alpine_club_photographs This small hut stood behind the 
Chalet and was built by Bob Reid, early Chalet cook, in the late 

1930s. It was variously used as a meeting and ‘carousing’ room by 

members, and also as a woodshed. In 1957, by which time it had 

no door, the hut accommodated the overflow of guests during 
the Balmain Cup weekend. (Michael Barnett photo)  

Appreciation to Namadgi National Park Library, Matthew 
Higgins (Voices from the Hills) and John Evans for their 
research and especially to Babette Scougal who edited and 
advised on the Namadgi Huts. 

 

http://www.johnevans.id.au/wp/other-resources/points-of-interest/sam-abouds-dunny-and-hutedward-baryshaws-hu
http://www.johnevans.id.au/wp/other-resources/points-of-interest/sam-abouds-dunny-and-hutedward-baryshaws-hu
http://www.johnevans.id.au/Pages/Namadgi%20Huts.htm
https://www.library.act.gov.au/find/history/search/Manuscript_Collections/canberra_alpine_club_photographs
https://www.library.act.gov.au/find/history/search/Manuscript_Collections/canberra_alpine_club_photographs
https://www.library.act.gov.au/find/history/search/Manuscript_Collections/canberra_alpine_club_photographs


 

From Ship to the Bush: Ship Tanks In Australia - MICHAEL PEARSON  

AUSTRALASIAN HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY, 10, 1992 http://www.asha.org.au/pdf/
australasian_historical_archaeology/10_04_Pearson.pdf  

Dotted about the Australian landscape in the most unexpected locations are large square rusty iron tanks. These 
cubic, mild steel containers are called ship tanks, and had their origin as shipping containers for water or perishable 
goods. The author, Michael Pearson, a heritage management consultant based in Canberra, has been intrigued by 
these objects for many years, having found them adapted for many purposes including dog kennels, water tanks, 
coolers for whale oil, eucalyptus distilleries, reinforcing collars for mine shafts  …  

CONCLUSION - The use of ship tanks in Australia over a long period and for so many uses is an interesting and little 
recognised example of the long persistence of re-use strategies in frontier societies. Manufactured products and 
materials were recycled whenever possible, because of the scarcity, cost and extended delivery time of purpose-

made products. While the hoarding of defunct 
manufactured materials and the inventive use of 'make-
do' self-sufficiency is sometimes portrayed in modern 
literature and film as a quaint 'Dad and Dave' style 
idiosyncrasy of 'backward' rural society, it is in fact a 
subsistence strategy which was an essential part of the 
settlement of Australia. It is interesting to speculate 
whether this re-use of available materials fostered a 
flexibility in thinking about immediate needs which lead 
to local inventions or to the modification of established 
equipment designs to meet local conditions and 
demands.  

 

Ed: This is so interesting. As I was writing the 
Demandering Hut story that mentioned ships’ tanks, I 
remembered that there were ships’ tanks installed as 
fireplaces in at least one hut in KNP.  

Now I know, and I thought maybe you might like to 
know their origin also.  Nothing went to waste back then. 

http://www.asha.org.au/pdf/australasian_historical_archaeology/10_04_Pearson.pdf
http://www.asha.org.au/pdf/australasian_historical_archaeology/10_04_Pearson.pdf


Bushfire vigilance on the range  Matthew Higgins 

As Canberra prepares for another hot summer and the 
threat of bushfire looms, public memory goes back to 
terrible 2003.  But Canberra has a much longer bushfire 
story. Bushfires have of course burnt across what is now 
the ACT for thousands of years.  Indigenous people lived 
with fire, as did settlers, though in different ways. 

Once the National Capital was sited here, bushfire defence 
schemes were devised.  It was recognised that the forested 
mountain country to Canberra’s west represented a major 
fire threat. But it took the big fires of 1939 to bring this 
lesson home.  Bushfires swept the Brindabellas and 
Tidbinbilla and came close to the fledgling capital.  
(Meanwhile 71 lives were lost in Victorian fires at the same 
time.) Means of fighting the fires were meagre by today’s 
standards.   

An earlier fire control organisation in Canberra now 
became the ACT Bush Fire Council.  The government also 
decided to have a forward outpost to maintain vigilance 
against fire in the future.  The village of Bulls Head on the 
Brindabella Range was born out of the 1939 conflagration.   

The handful of houses was staffed by rangers like Doug 
Maxwell and Vince Oldfield who lived there with wives and 
children; these men were born of mountain families and 
knew the mountain country well. Other men there 
included Doug’s brother Lach, Kevin Primmer and Billy 
Jemmett. The men did hazard reduction burns, erected and 
staffed fire towers along the range and made basic fire 
trails.  The rangers worked under forester and Chief Fire 
Officer Lindsay Pryor who recognised the need to control 
burning-off by graziers over the border in NSW which was a 
major threat to Canberra when done at dangerous times.  
It was largely due to his urging that the Commonwealth 
leased 53,000 acres on the NSW side of the Brindabellas to 
control fire.  

A fire tower was erected at Bulls Head in 1948, but a 
lookout had been made at Mt Aggie in 1941, and another 
was built into an old snow gum at Brindabella Mountain. 
Another fire tower was built north-west at Bag Range in 
1942, outside the ACT in NSW. Oldfield and Norman 
Coulton erected the tower, and the hut there built by Ted 
Kennedy provided shelter for the rangers during their 
lonely shifts. Billy Jemmett was a bit of a loner anyway so 
the isolation didn’t worry him. 

Remarkable though it may seem today, a major reason for 
this fire tower in 1942 was fear of bushfire caused by the 
Japanese dropping incendiary bombs.  As early as 1939 the 
Prime Minister had written to premiers about this risk of 
enemy saboteurs lighting fires and by August 1940 fear of 
enemy fire-bombing was on the political agenda. 

In July 1942, when the Japanese seemed unstoppable, 
head of the ACT Bush Fire Council Charles Lane-Poole (also 
head of the Forestry School at Yarralumla), highlighted the 
need for road-making in the mountains. Fire trails were 

needed, ‘particularly as there is a possibility that numerous 
fires may arise as a result of enemy action’.  Lane-Poole 
wanted POWs or internees to build the fire trails if 
necessary. Despite construction of the Mt Franklin Road in 
the 1930s, the rangers mainly moved about on horseback.  
Vince Oldfield recalled how ‘you had to travel everywhere 
with a packhorse, a couple of blankets, and chuck ‘er down 
wherever it come night’. 

Pryor and his successor David Shoobridge rode with the 
rangers out into the grazing country in the north of today’s 
Kosciuszko National Park to liaise with graziers about the 
fire danger and to ensure care during stockmens’ seasonal 
burn-offs. Radio was becoming a key element of bushfire 
work and Pryor had permanent aerials installed at various 
points on the Brindabellas.  He had the men carry the 
cumbersome radios and batteries on packhorses, and also 
saw the potential for RAAF aircraft to assist with fire 
surveillance. 

The importance of Bulls Head was highlighted by Pryor in 
early 1942 when he sought the deferment of rangers’ 
military service.  He wrote of Maxwell and Oldfield as 
‘bushmen of special experience and ability stationed on the 
ACT boundary for fire protection work which extends 
throughout the year.  These men are the most important in 
the fire protection work in the ACT’. 

Ironically, winter was perhaps the hardest time of year for 
the Bulls Head families.  It was necessary to buy in 
provisions beforehand as the road was impassable after 
heavy snowfalls.  Maxwell’s son Graeme said ‘Oh we often 
got snowed in.  We had more feeds with bread and 
dripping than anything else during the winter’.  Winter 
snow broke the primitive phone line, exacerbating Bulls 
Head’s isolation.  Oldfield recalled that winter horseback 
travel was very difficult as the horses would not walk into 
strong winds when slivers of ice were blowing off the trees.  
‘The horse will nearly go sideways, you know, to try and 
back into it.’ 

After the war, though the fire role continued (especially 
during the big 1952 fires), Bulls Head became a hardwood 
logging centre as contractors felled mountain timber to 
build Canberra homes, and so the nature of life in the 
village changed.  In the 1960s logging ended and the village 
was abandoned. 

Today the ACT’s four bushfire towers include only one on 
the Brindabellas, at Mt. Coree. It was bushfire which 
brought Bulls Head into being and it was ironic and yet 
appropriate that during the January 2003 fires, this spot 
which for years has been a pleasant picnic area devoid of 
houses, was the forward operational area against the 
bushfires which, as we all know, eventually swept into 
Canberra. 

Matthew Higgins is a former Canberra historian who has 
worked at several of our national cultural institutions.  His 
most recent books are Bold Horizon: high-country place, 
people and story and Seeing Through Snow. 



 

Right: Aerial food drops of carrots and sweet potato are being 
delivered to wildlife in bushfire affected areas  

NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service  3 February at 21:00 ·  

A rescue team of specialists from NPWS, the NSW Government’s Saving our 
Species program and Taronga Zoo were flown in to a remote site in Kosciuszko 
National Park by Australian Defence Force helicopters to assess wildfire 
impacts on the critically endangered Southern Corroboree frog. 

Sadly, three of the four Corroboree frog enclosure sites were damaged in the 
recent fires and a number of frogs perished, though survivors were also found. 

Efforts are now focused on protecting the remaining frogs by reinforcing moist 
habitat refuges in the enclosures and making sure there’s enough food for the 
colourful but tiny amphibians. The captive breeding populations for this iconic 
species at Taronga Zoo, Melbourne Zoo and Healesville Sanctuary continue to 
do well. Captive, or insurance populations, act as safety nets for our most vulnerable threatened species so we can ensure 
they are not wiped out by natural disasters such as this.  Image credit: John Spencer     https://www.facebook.com/pg/
NSWNationalParks/posts  

Custom-built food and water stations have 
been installed in Kosciuszko National Park 
for endangered possums affected by the recent 
bushfires   So far, 20 stations stocked with specially 
developed bogong biscuits have been installed at three 
Mountain Pygmy-possum sites within Kosciusko National 
Park. 
A total of 50 feeder and 50 drinking stations have been 
built, stocked with 10 kilograms of the nutritional bogong 
biscuits. 
The biscuits were developed by Melbourne Zoo and baked 
by the Saving our Species team. The team used a 
nutritionally-verified powder of natural ingredients, 
replicating the nutritional value of Bogong moths, one of 
the possums’ main foods. 
Remote cameras have also been installed to record 
possums at the feeders and drinkers. 
Environment Minister Matt Kean said the priority was 
getting access to the areas where the possums live to 
check on them. 
"We’re hoping that the possums, which usually live under 
boulder fields, burrowed down to shelter from the fires. 
Although we don’t yet know the impact of the fires on the 
possum population, our teams are working to determine 
this as we get access to more areas within the park," Mr 
Kean said. 

https://www.facebook.com/NSWNationalParks/?hc_ref=ARSKskz2p2NBGF8Vi4hHzdyweOJdrYDySUrWJQKRIhlFEodmurZOzqIbZpumJOZE7zM&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDWbIyXprAKJU0hIdMdteoeIedzhpfRyF9dQp_Pr3lsztGHnZOikTzkKBPqZXR1m5M2ots-IsagAdeEnqTTrzLVcZYXqz4NZZfTHvJzMOXlJRU-oVb
https://www.facebook.com/NSWNationalParks/posts/3494905340551706?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDWbIyXprAKJU0hIdMdteoeIedzhpfRyF9dQp_Pr3lsztGHnZOikTzkKBPqZXR1m5M2ots-IsagAdeEnqTTrzLVcZYXqz4NZZfTHvJzMOXlJRU-oVbUo2alLTi_nyvrtnSw3kZDeu1veVLeRduMoFwJC9tTR00IYUuBHRPb8WDJqyoB
https://www.facebook.com/pg/NSWNationalParks/posts
https://www.facebook.com/pg/NSWNationalParks/posts


What is it??? It’s a (short 

beaked) puggle! A baby 
echidna found abandoned 

on a bush track  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SGleaTJoy1U    

This little puggle is around 3 weeks old     

Along with the platypus, the echidna is a member of 
the monotremes, an order of egg-laying mammals 
found in Australia. After mating, a 
female echidna lays a single, soft-shelled, 
leathery egg, about the size of a 10 cent piece into 
her pouch...…After being tragically orphaned on the 
road between Wellington and Dubbo last 
November, life was looking very grim for this tiny 
Echidna puggle. Motherless and only a newborn, it 
looked as though its life would be over before it 
could even  begin. Miraculously, it was found by the 

roadside and sent straight to Taronga Western Plains 
Zoo’s Wildlife Hospital where a team of vet nurses 
have saved the day, giving this little one a much-
needed helping hand by raising and caring for it as any 
loving mother would. Despite only needing to feed 
once every four days, the little puggle is growing 
stronger by the day and is now approximately four 
months old. It is a shy little creature who does not 
relish having its photo taken, yet has an inordinate 
amount of love for nap-time. The little puggle is not 
only growing in size, but is also just beginning to grow 
its species’ distinctive spines, proving the old adage 
that all babies grow up too fast. It will be able to be 
weaned in about three to four months’ time and then 
introduced to solid food. It is extremely rare to see an 
Echidna puggle let alone raise one, as they live in their 
mother’s pouch for two to three months before 
moving into a secluded burrow for up to a year. In the 
coming months the Echidna puggle will be transferred 
to Taronga Zoo to join the Short-beaked Echidna 

breeding program at the Zoo, but until then its 
dedicated team of vet nurses continue to delight over 
its progress. The future is bright for this prickly little 
mite.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SGleaTJoy1U



