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Dear Paul,

 

The purpose of the Bulletin is to inform members of current activities, events and operational matters only. The general
intention is for the body of the Bulletin to be brief. 

 

WORK PARTIES

KNP is now closed to hut conservation activities until the October long weekend.  NNP remains closed to
hut conservation activities for post-fire restoration activities.  We expect NNP to open for hut conservation activities
towards the end of the year.

Work parties normally advertised in this section are for those work parties that require additional people above and
beyond the caretaker or caretaker group.  Most work parties only involve inspections, hut keeping, or minor works and
therefore only require the caretaker or one or two people from the caretaker group. These smaller work parties are not
advertised here.  

Volunteers and NPWS Volunteer Information Portal (VIP)

A further reminder to all KHA caretakers and other members who wish to attend work parties that you need to register on
the NPWS Volunteer Information Portal (VIP). This is because KHA members are now covered under NPWS Volunteers
Insurance whilst at a work party.  Please go to link to Registration portal here: Volunteer work: Historic huts restoration
NSW National Parks and click on JOIN UP.

We have been advised by NPWS that only those  registered will be able to attend work parties when the COVID-19
restrictions are eased so please register as soon as possible if you haven't done so already. If you are not sure whether you
are registered or need assistance please contact Pip Brown, email: membership@khuts.org

KNP Tantangara

Contact Peter Charker, HMO Tantangara, hmotantangara@khuts.org (mob 0449 663 769) for any  enquiries.

KNP Jagungal

Contact Simon Plum, HMO Jagungal, hmojagungal@khuts.org (mob 0415 159 910) for any enquiries.

KNP Snowy

Contact Marion Plum, HMO Snowy, hmosnowy@khuts.org or (mob 0411 407 441) for any enquiries. 

Namadgi

Contact Jean Hammond, HMO Namadgi, hmonamadgi@khuts.org (mob 0413 372 476) for any enquiries.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
KHA 50th Anniversary: 14-15 Nov 2020

Dates: 14 & 15 November 2020.  

Venue: Jindabyne Sports and Recreation Centre, 207 Barry Way, Jindabyne, NSW, 2627.  Ph: (02) 6450 0200
  
Please note: The Committee shall make a determination on 5 August as to whether or not to proceed with this event.  If
too much COVID19 uncertainty remains the event will be postponed until November 2021.  We recommend members
making accommodation bookings before this decision is made, ensure that their bookings are able to be cancelled and
refunded.  
 
Accommodation: Various styles of accommodation are available at the Centre. Please contact the centre directly to make
a booking (see note immediately above).  When making your booking please make it clear that you are with KHA for the
50th Anniversary event.

Founding members:  If you were or know of a person who attended the Sawpit Creek meeting in 1970; was a general or
committee member in 1971; was a member of the NPWS who helped to get KHA off the ground; or is a descendant of
any such person, then we would love to hear from you. The people we are specifically looking for are listed in the
Minutes of the 1970 Sawpit Creek Meeting which are on the KHA website at: 1970 Sawpit Creek Meeting
Minutes.  Please contact Simon Buckpitt, president@khuts.org, 0403 917 633, or email anniversary@khuts.org

Programme: Key aspects of the programme include demonstrations of traditional skills, discussions about the future, an
expert panel to answer members questions, and a visit to one of the huts. The expert panel will consist of professional
heritage consultants, professional heritage skills trainers, historians, NPWS, and ACT PCS, long term caretakers and
mountain people with long term,  signficant connections to the huts.

Exhibitors:  A call to all painters, photographers, sculptors, drawers, authors, and other artists.  If you would like to
exhibit or sell any of your works at the 50th please contact Peter Charker (hmotantagara@khuts.org 0449 663 769) or
Simon Buckpitt (president@khuts.org,  0403 917 633).  Criteria: You must be a member of KHA and the works need to
relate to the Australian Alps.

Who can attend:  Members, founding members, former and current NSW and ACT Parks staff, former patrons, and
invitees (invited by the Sub-committee).  If you don’t fit into one of these categories but would like to attend please
contact anniversary@khuts.org

Enquiries: Can be directed to Simon Buckpitt, president@khuts.org 0403 917 633 or anniversary@khuts.org

 

OTHER INFORMATION
Membership Renewals 

Just a reminder to members that renewals are due on 1 July 2020.  Thanks to the 140 or so members who have already
renewed their membership. A further  reminder will be sent to  those members who have not yet renewed in mid July. If
you are not sure if you are financial or not please email Pip Brown membership@khuts.org. 

Post Fire Reconstruction Programme

The Committee appreciates that information on what is happening with the destroyed huts may not be occurring as
quickly as some people would like.  We ask for your patience.  This will be a long involved process that will span many
years.

NSW
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NSW NPWS has done the initial rapid heritage assessments of most of the destroyed huts.  These assessments have been
provided to the KHA Bushfire Reconstruction Sub-Committee and subsequently circulated to affected caretakers by the
HMOs. These assessments are only the starting point. 

In the coming months, NPWS will commence a consultation process with affected caretakers and groups with strong
heritage connections to the mountains.  We ask affected caretakers to be be patient and persistent.  We need to make sure
your views and the views of those with heritage connections are clearly heard and captured in the consultation. 
Consultation will take at least a year, and actual reconstruction works are not expected to commence until 2022.

ACT 

The KHA Bushfire Reconstruction sub-committee has meet with the Namadgi National Park (NNP) Manager, Brett
McNamara.  ACT uses a different process to NSW and the Sub-Committee is currently working with the ACT
Government people to ensure we are adequately consulted.

Caretakers and Members

KHA's objective is to see all the huts reconstructed.

If you are a caretaker looking after a hut that has been destroyed by the fires and you have not yet heard directly from
your HMO, we ask that you contact both your HMO and the Bushfire Reconstruction Sub-Committee
(bushfire.reconstructions@khuts.org) as soon as possible.

If you are interested in helping out with reconstructions when they occur please ensure you have your Whitecard and that
you are registered on the NSW Volunteer Information Portal (see above) or the ACT Parkcare portal, as appropriate.

Huts listed by HMO, showing their current caretaker, now include bushfire status. Members can access these lists by
logging in and going to:

Members Area > Huts > Caretakers 

Huts History Officer

The Committee is very pleased to welcome Stefan De Montis onto the Committee as the Huts History Officer. The Huts
History Officer's position has been vacant for many years. Stefan will be working with existing KHA members to develop
a sustainable history and heritage programme.

Australian Alps Walking Track Stakeholder Group

The AAWT passes a number of huts in KNP.  With proposals to realign the AAWT and with increased AAWT usage
(including commercial usage) the KHA Committee has nominated the Vice President, Tony Hunter, and the Huts History
Officer, Stefan De Montis to the AAWT Stakeholder Group.  The purpose of this representation is to ensure that hut
conservation values and issues are adequately considered in AAWT planning and that the cultural significance of the sites
is not diminished by inappropriate and non-sympathetic use. 

KHA Website

Members are reminded that you can access useful information on the KHA website by logging in and going to
the Members Area.

Huts & Caretakers, by HMO areas:

Huts > Caretakers 

KHA Positions, including Committee Members and KHA Admin:

Admin > Positions 

KHA Financial Reports, including Budgets:
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Admin > Finances 

KHA Bulletins & Newsletters:

Publications 

The website menu layout is currently being redeveloped to improve navigation.
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