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Announcement

We have a ski season! 

Thredbo slopes preparing to open on 22 June 2020 (Photo: T Scanlon/DPIE)

It’s been an amazing turn around for Australia’s ski 
resorts and associated businesses from how things 
looked in March when COVID-19 restrictions first came 
into effect. At that stage the idea of a ski season looked 
very unlikely indeed.

With a later start to the season, dramatically reduced 
capacity and upfront bookings required it is certainly not 
a normal season, but there is much excitement amongst 
the resort community as lifts start to turn.

One important component of this year’s season has been 
the comprehensive COVID-19 planning that each resort, 
lodge, café and business has had to undertake in order 
to limit the risk of community transmission of the virus. 
It has been a major investment but a vital component in 
helping to keep people safe over the season.

Lift operations are running at reduced capacity to allow 
for physical distancing. Guests who live together have 
been allowed to ride lifts together, whilst others have 
been required to physically distance with reduced 
capacity by lift type. Physical distancing measures have 
significantly impacted on many businesses and some 
lodges with shared facilities have not been able to open.

Whilst capacity is down, interest certainly isn’t, with as 
many as 25,000 people visiting the Thredbo online store 
at one time to buy tickets. With no Selwyn snow resort 
this season, and Perisher carpark under pressure due 
to reduced capacity of the Skitube, there has been no 
tobogganing allowed throughout Kosciuszko National 
Park this year. Snowplay is only allowed outside of resort 
areas where visitors can act safely in terms of roads and 
social distancing.
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COVID-19 update

Know faster if you’ve
come in contact
with Coronavirus. 

Download the COVIDSafe app today to keep yourself and your 
community safe by helping our health workers to notify you quickly 
if you’ve come in contact with someone who has Coronavirus.

With your privacy protected by law, COVIDSafe keeps a secure note 
of other users you’ve been near if you have to go out. So, if they test 
positive for Coronavirus, you’ll be notifi ed. It’ll help us stop the spread 
sooner, so we can all get back to the things we love. 

Visit health.gov.au

Download the 
COVIDSafe app today.

Download the
COVIDSafe app

Let’s all keep  
1.5m apart

It is fair to say the 2020 snow season will be like no 
other due to the restrictions in place via the Public Health 
(COVID-19 Restrictions on Gathering and Movement) 
Order (No 3) 2020. The most recent version of the Order 
which commenced on Saturday 13 June can be found 
here: Public Health (COVID-19 Restrictions on Gathering 
and Movement) Amendment Order (No 3) 2020. 

The mentioned Order has gone through several 
amendments since it was first introduced on the 28 
March 2020 and restrictions continue to be wound back 
the longer the State stays close to zero new coronavirus 
(COVID-19) cases from community spread. COVID-19 
tesing clinics in the region. As restrictions are continually 
changing, please refer to NSW Health for updates.

Food premises
Are permitted to open to the public for limited purposes 
provided they develop a COVID-19 Safety Plan. Physical 
distancing is required and wherever practicable use 
separate doors for entry and exit. A maximum of 50 
diners per food premise has been set.

Spas, pools and saunas
Are permitted to operate provided they develop and 
comply with a COVID-19 Safety Plan. Saunas and spa 
pools should have no more than 20 people inside at 
any one time or one person per four square metres, 
whichever is the lesser. If capacity cannot be closely 
monitored, then these facilities should remain closed.

Shared accommodation
Calculate the floor area in communal spaces,  
e.g. kitchens, shared dinning areas and bathrooms, to 
determine the maximum number of people that can 
safely occupy the space. In the case of bedrooms in 
lodges, ensure that beds are separated by a space of at 
least 1.5 metres.

The key assessments for businesses to 
comply with the COVID-19 restrictions 
are:
• A COVID-19 Safety Plan – is required to have 

been written and implemented.  
See COVID-19 Safety Plans templates. 

• The wellbeing of staff and patrons – staff must 
be trained in the application of the COVID-19 Safety 
Plan; and report all instances of being unwell.  

• Physical distancing – do not exceed the current 
capacity limit of one person per four square metres 
and ensure the 1.5 metre separation is observed. 

• Hygiene and cleaning – cleaning should 
be enhanced; disinfectant solutions used at an 
appropriate strength; workers to wear gloves 
and wash their hands thoroughly before and after 

Public Health Order restrictions on COVID-19 
cleaning; the number of areas touched by customers 
reduced; bathrooms to be well stocked with hand 
soap and paper towels; and contactless payment 
encouraged. 

• Record keeping – keep a record of the name, 
mobile number or email address for staff, dine-in 
customers and contractors for a period of at least 
28 days. Employers should make staff aware of the 
COVIDSafe app and its benefits to support contact 
tracing.

Information to assist with preparing 
COVID-19 Safety Plans can be found at:
• NSW Food Authority

• NSW Health

• Safe Work NSW
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Safety 

 

 

 

Stay Safe COVID-19 symptoms

Wash your hands 
with soap for at 
least 20 seconds 
or use a hand 
sanitiser.

Cough or 
sneeze into 
your elbow or 
a tissue. Throw 
the tissue away 
immediately.

Fever

Sore 
throat

Cough

Shortness 
of breath

No shaking 
hands, hugging 
or kissing other 
people. 

Get tested if 
you have any 
symptoms.  
Self-isolate until 
you get your test 
results.

Limit visits with 
family or friends. 
Talk to them on 
the phone or 
online instead.

Outdoor exercise 
is OK but stay  
1.5 metres away 
from others.

Stay 1.5 metres 
or 2 big steps 
away from other 
people.

Follow NSW rules 
for gatherings 
(individual and 
business).

Keeping everyone safe: 

Physical distancing
helps stop the spread of COVID-19 between people

English

June 2020

For more information
Call the National Coronavirus Health Information Line on 1800 020 080.

For a free telephone interpreter ring 131 450, say the language you need. Ask the 
interpreter to connect you to the Coronavirus Health Information line.
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Enter this way... 

Entry into the new Merritts Gondola, Thredbo Village (Photo: H Smith/DPIE)
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Up and away

Thredbo launches Australia’s only alpine gondola

The new Merritts Gondola in operation for Winter 2020. (Photo: Thredbo Resort)

This summer, Thredbo installed the new Merritts Gondola. 
Rising 298 vertical metres above the valley floor and over 
1.3 kilometres in length, the new Gondola replaces the 
original Merritts double chairlift. The high speed eight-
person cabins quadruple the capacity of the original lift 
and provide a journey unique in the Australian alpine 
region. 

The new Gondola is a great addition to the resort and 
offers world leading drive technology. Shaun Turner, 
General Manager of Doppelmayr Australia said, 
‘Doppelmayr is proud to be delivering Merritts Gondola 
to Thredbo on time for the 2020 winter snow season.  
Merritts is the first eight passenger gondola in the 
Australian snowfields and offers world leading European 
quality, safety and green technology.’

‘Thredbo’s new gondola is driven by a massive slow 
turning motor which is super quiet and more efficient 
than a conventional gondola. We would like to commend 
Thredbo for demonstrating their commitment to 
sustainability and the environment with the uptake of this 
innovative technology.’

Merritts Gondola will have a six-minute trip time and 
provide easier access from Thredbo Village to the Cruiser 
ski area, the Friday Flat beginner’s area and the Thredbo 
Snow Sports School base. Scenic foot passengers will 
love the upgraded experience, with quick and comfortable 
access to Merritts Mountain House, and skiers and 
snowboarders of all levels will be able to explore the 
Cruiser area’s open terrain with ease.
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Discover

New walking track from Charlotte Pass to Guthega
Construction is underway on Stage 2 of the Snowies 
Iconic Walk between Charlotte Pass and Illawong (near 
Guthega). The track is approximately 5.6 kilometres long, 
running parallel to the Snowy River. 

The photos below were taken in early April and show the 
three different track construction methods and surfaces: 
rock paving (including pitched rock); steel mesh elevated 
walkway, and; gravel or natural surfaces. The contract 
was awarded in December with Steelworks Engineering 
constructing the steel mesh walkway, and Wild Tracks 
constructing the rock paving and gravel sections. It is 
expected that 85% of the steel mesh and 40% of the 
gravel sections will be completed before winter.

Rock paving refers to rock that is ‘pitched’ or 
constructed by ‘cobbling’ to create a surface that is 
extremely durable, will not erode, blends with the local 
natural surroundings and will not shift due to forces 
of moving snow-loads. Elevated tracks are being 
constructed to avoid impacts on sensitive habitats that 
support threatened species and ecological communities 
such as alpine reptiles, mammals, invertebrates and bog 
communities. They also protect cultural values as any 
cultural artefacts located during construction can be left 
in situ. The gravel surface shown is at the Guthega end 
of the track. Natural surfaces are used in lower elevations 
and less sensitive environments (e.g. where slopes are 
gentler and frost heave is less severe).

As you can see, contract work crews have limited 
construction impacts by airlifting materials to the site 
and restricting ground movements to the construction 
corridor itself. We thank them for their diligence in 
minimising the construction footprint to protect these 
unique alpine ecosystems.

Stage 2 will be finished in early 2021 and Stage 3 
Charlotte Pass to Porcupine Rocks (9.9 kilometres) is 
due to commence in late 2020.

Guthega to Charlotte Pass walk surfaces (Photos: M Sutcliffe/DPIE)
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Information 

Seaman’s Hut safety note
If skiing or snow shoeing within the vicinity of Seaman’s Hut this winter, please take extra care as scaffolding is still in 
place around the Seaman’s Hut toilet. 

The new Seaman’s Hut toilet is not yet completed and will remain closed for winter 2020. The construction site 
has several fenced compounds that will remain in place for winter. If visiting the area, please take care as there are 
obstacles partly under the snow.

Seaman’s Hut which was built in 1929. It is located between the Snowy River and Rawson Pass near Mount Kosciuszko.  
(Photo: G Weston/DPIE)

New Seaman’s Hut toilet fenced compounds that will remain in place for winter 2020. (Photo: D Stranger/DPIE)
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Post-fire snowfall 

Post-fire recovery and snow, Leatherbarrel Creek, Kosciuszko National Park (Photo: T Scanlon/DPIE)
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Revegetation

Post-fire recovery 

National Parks and Wildlife Service staff installing erosion controls above Rocky Plains bog whilst maintaining social distancing.  
(Photo: G Wilks/DPIE)

National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) staff in 
Southern Ranges Branch have moved straight from 
firefighting to repairing damage, such as making 
safe roads, buildings and public places, removing 
dangerous trees and invasive species control.

Another important element has been assessing 
fire impacts on the environment, with many 
plants, animals and ecosystems severely burnt. In 
Kosciuszko National Park there was extensive loss 
of vegetation in subalpine bogs, which are important 
for maintaining water quality and flow into waterways. 
These native grasses, sphagnum and shrub bogs are 
also home to many rare plants and animals, such as 
the native broad-toothed rat. 

After fire when there is no plant cover, rain moves 
sediment off surrounding slopes and into the bog 
system, burying remaining plants and causing water 

to channel. Ecological care work has commenced 
to construct water and wind erosion controls at 
Rocky Plain Bog and Kiandra, assisting the natural 
recovery processes to occur by reducing the impact 
of winter conditions on the exposed landscape. Coir 
logs were used to slow the flow of water and reduce 
sediment movement from the bare slopes above the 
bog. Straw bales were placed within bog areas to act 
as water holding sponges into next summer whilst 
sphagnum and vegetation recovers. 

Like so many people in NSW, all participants had 
been actively involved in a long and devastating 
fire season. Being able to work in a team at a safe 
distance to take positive action after the fire was 
appreciated by everyone. These sites and further 
work planned will really improve our understanding of 
what options are effective to assist species recovery 
and protect water quality into the future.
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Recycle and reuse

NPWS soft plastic baler located at Perisher Waste Transfer Station 
(Photo: T Scnalon/DPIE)

Soft plastics that can now be recycled into new products 
(Photo: H Smith/DPIE)

Perisher soft plastics recycling 
Larger waste producing outlets in Perisher and Charlotte 
Pass resorts will now be recycling soft plastics.

NPWS Perisher have purchased a soft plastics baler, with 
help from the EPA Bin Trim Funding Program.

At times such as early winter when new stock arrives, 
soft plastics can contribute up to 20% of the total waste 
going to landfill. These include shrink wrap, plastic bags, 
poly wrapping and drinks soft packaging.

This soft plastic will now be baled and stored before 
being transported to Albury to be made into a variety of 
useful products by the local company PlasticForests.

Soft plastics are a major source of environmental 
pollution throughout the world. Plastic cannot 
biodegrade; it breaks down into smaller pieces and 
accumulates in the environment. Wildlife including fish 

                   can reycle 

         ♴     ♶     ♷ 
    HDPE           LDPE              PP 

and birds are threatened by ingesting and becoming 
entangled in plastics. Plastic particles accumulate in 
landfill where toxic chemicals may seep into groundwater 
and downstream water sources. Microplastics are 
ingested by vast numbers of marine species, enabling 
toxins to enter our food chain.

Soft plastics recycling is commencing in larger outlets 
first to reduce the risk of contamination with other non-
recyclable materials. In the longer term it is hoped to roll 
out soft-plastics recycling right across the resorts. 
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The future

Sustainable Snowies
A new group has formed in the Region to help work 
towards improved sustainability.

So, what is sustainability?
The ability for human and natural systems to be 
sustained into the future. Sustainable development 
considers the needs and conditions of both present 
and future generations – creating a balance between 
ecological, social and economic issues.

A focus of the group is to share information, build 
partnerships and promote a range of sustainability and 
closed-loop systems. Closed-loop systems refer to re-
use of materials or situations where one business can 
utilise the waste products from another business.

Who’s involved?
Regular attendees of the group have represented the 
following organisations:

• Canberra Region Joint Organisation

• Jindabyne Chamber of Commerce

• Kosciuszko Thredbo Pty Ltd

• Lake Crackenback Resort & Spa Pty Ltd and 
Nuggets Crossing Pty Ltd

• National Parks and Wildlife Service (Department of 
Planning, Industry and Environment)

• Perisher Blue Pty Ltd

• Snowy Monaro Regional Council

• Snowy Monaro Sustainable Business Network

• Southern Region Business Enterprise Centre

• various small businesses and community members.

What projects are being worked on?
Initial projects being tackled by the group include:

• soft plastics recycling

• alternatives to disposable coffee cups

• say-no-to-plastics campaign

• litter management programs.

More information:  
Contact NPWS Environmental Liaison Officer:  
Tim Scanlon on (02) 6450 5616 or email 
tim.scanlon@environment.nsw.gov.au 
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Doug’s tips

Backcountry

Doug Chatten skiing down Blue Lake Cirque (Photo: T Wehr)

Doug Chatten has been ski touring for over 25 years in 
Russia, Switzerland, France, Italy, Kashmir, India, Alaska, 
Canada, U.S, Japan and even as far away as Tasmania, 
although he says some of his most memorable skiing has 
been here on the Main Range of Kosciuszko.

Doug says, ‘The Australian Alps are exceptionally unique 
in international comparison and whilst not the loftiest, we 
do experience very challenging conditions’. The following 
information from Doug may be of help to aspiring 
backcountry skiers.

Advice to beginner backcountry skiers 

• Know and understand that we don’t have a 
dedicated Search & Rescue (SAR) unit ready to be 
deployed at short notice. If you raise the alarm you 
may well be a number of hours away from help at 
best. If you deploy your Personal Locating Beacon 
(PLB), a costly chain of events is activated. 

• Skiing skills are one of many skill sets required 
to embark on and return home safely from a 
backcountry journey. Start on tours closer to the trail 
head or lift serviced terrain and build on them as your 
skills grow.

• Make sure you are familiar with all of your equipment 
and how to use it. Once beyond the resort you 
should be self-sufficient.

• Be honest about your skill level with your group; if 
you are uncomfortable with decisions, speak up. 
Beware of being led on a journey beyond your 
capability.

• Always consider your proximity to care beyond 
your group. Pay attention to your rate of travel and 
climbing, figure out your average and use this to 
plan future tours. Always factor surface conditions, 
current weather and variations within your group into 
this equation! 

Do’s and don’ts

• Never leave home without leaving comprehensive 
details of your trip intentions with a reliable person 
who will follow up if you are overdue. Carry a 
Personal Locating Beacon. In 2020 you must also 
complete a Trip Intentions Form prior to entering the 
park.

• Pre-trip planning is essential; plan your journey and 
think it through in its entirety prior to departure. Be 
realistic about what you can achieve, your fitness 
and skill level. Know your group and undertake 
journeys that everyone is comfortable with.

• Learn to navigate, always have a map and compass. 
Know how to take a grid reference and how to plot 
one on a map.

• Do first aid and backcountry awareness courses. 
Renew and upgrade your training at required 
intervals. Continually practice these skills; use it or 
lose it!

• Always check the weather forecast and be aware 
of changing conditions in the field. Keep an eye on 
each other, learn the signs of hypothermia. Don’t 
be afraid to postpone, turn back or modify your trip, 
always have a contingency plan. Give yourself a 
buffer, don’t overload your trip intentions.

• Learn how to stop/arrest yourself when sliding down 
a steep face.

• Don’t leave home without a waste management 
plan; crapping and burying it in the snow is not 
good enough; come spring the area will look like a 
minefield with a contaminated water supply. 

• Always have emergency bivvy gear.

Doug has recently released several Backcountry 
Awareness Tips on his website.

Resort Round-up Newsletter Winter 202012

https://www.snowymountainsbackcountry.com.au/blog-1
https://www.snowymountainsbackcountry.com.au/blog-1


Discover new places

Ice climbing, Koscsiuzko National Park (Photo: A Lock)
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Did you know...?

Thredbo Sustainability 
update
Thredbo is committed to protecting the unique 
Snowy Mountains alpine environment. In 2020 
Thredbo has added to an already long list of 
environmental initiatives as part of their mission to 
work towards a more sustainable future, today.

The newly built Merritts Gondola, opening this winter 
season, is driven by a massive slow turning motor 
that has innovative technology making it super quiet 
and more efficient than a conventional Gondola. A 
brand new Pistenbully PB600 Polar Free Grooming 
Cat has also been added which has a Euro V 
compliant motor that sees increased power over its 
predecessor, whilst significantly reducing particulate 
and nitrogen emissions.

As part of the new Merritts Gondola and Ricochet 
mountain bike trail developments, a detailed 
rehabilitation plan has been put in place to help 
stabilise the soil and provide habitats for native 
animals. Merritts Gondola rehabilitation work has 
seen Thredbo staff plant over 1700 native trees, 
shrubs and poa grass with a further 5500 to be 
planted post winter. The new Friday Flat car park 
will see over 2000 native shrubs planted and the 
new and existing mountain bike trail network will see 
2500 native shrubs and grasses planted. 

The new Friday Flat car park’s retaining walls use 
repurposed boulders from the new Merritts Gondola 
Mid Station construction. This has preserved the 
local beauty of the area and reduced potential 
vehicle emissions and energy involved in importing 
quarried rock.

Within the Village, Thredbo’s new Closed Loop 
organics recycling machine has doubled Thredbo’s 
capacity in food waste recycling. This new machine 
increases the number of restaurants, lodges and 
apartments able to recycle their food waste and 
helps reduce the volume of waste being sent to 
landfill.

Thredbo is focusing on removing all single-use 
plastic products with sustainable alternatives such 
as certified compostable sugarcane pulp food 
packaging being used. 

Together with Red Energy and Snowy Hydro, 
Thredbo continues to have all major resort 
operations powered by 100% renewable energy. Visit 
Thredbo environment for more details. 

Where can I camp in my 
car?
Over the last couple of years there have been increasing 
numbers of people camping in their car in ski resorts or 
in nearby towns.

Camping is not permitted in vehicles within Thredbo 
and Perisher ski resorts and fines apply. Restrictions are 
also in place at Council managed carparks around Lake 
Jindabyne.

Compliance activities will be undertaken this winter by 
NSW Police and NPWS staff to help ensure that campers 
do not try and take up residence in their cars in ski 
resorts. 

Within Kosciuszko National Park, camping is available 
at Ngarigo and The Diggings campgrounds for up 
to 2 weeks, whilst campers can stay at Island Bend 
campground for up to 3 weeks before leaving the park.

Several campgrounds are located in Jindabyne, Sawpit 
Creek and nearby areas. 

In keeping with COVID-19 NSW Health Regulations, 
the Perisher Valley Medical Centre (PVMC) has had to 
significantly change its operations for this Winter Season.

PVMC, a privately-run medical centre, will operate 
through appointment only – call (02) 6457 5266 to book 
– and so will not be offering a walk-in service.

Other COVID-19 related restrictions include not allowing 
visitors (with some exceptions, e.g. parent for a child).

All people requesting an appointment will be screened on 
the telephone (regarding symptoms) before being given 
an appointment.

All patients with respiratory symptoms will be advised to 
ring (1800 999 880) and book an appointment with the 
FREE drive through COVID-19 Clinic in Jindabyne or 
Cooma.

PVMC will continue to see patients with injuries brought 
in by ski patrol or ringing with an injury. Any patients 
with injuries and respiratory symptoms will be treated 
according to their assessed risk, e.g. given a mask 
to wear, staff wearing appropriate personal protective 
equipment, being tested and then advised to isolate or 
sent to Cooma Hospital.

PVMC have stated that their operations are a work in 
progress and will depend on current NSW Government 
guidelines and restrictions. They have apologised in 
advance for any inconvenience that their operational 
changes may cause guests this winter.

Changes to Perisher 
Medical Centre

Resort Round-up Newsletter Winter 202014

http://www.thredbo.com.au/environment 


Survey results

Broad-toothed rat caught in an Elliott trap (Photo T Scanlon/DPIE)

Although found throughout the alpine and sub-alpine 
regions of Australia, the threatened broad-toothed rat 
(Mastacomys fuscus) is one rodent you would be very 
fortunate to see in and around the ski resort areas.

This year’s monitoring program for them in Kosciuszko 
National Park recorded 11 individuals in good health 
across the five sites, which is positive as there were only 
five captured in 2019.

Broad-toothed rat populations within Kosciuszko National 
Park have been monitored since 1978 at sites using a 
mark-recapture process, wherein box traps are set each 
February to April across the same locations to assess 
population changes. Every afternoon for three days, traps 
are set with food bait and fluffy-down (so animals can keep 
fed and warm in the trap overnight) and then checked the 
following morning for occupants.

The number of animals caught annually provide 
information on increasing or decreasing trends in the 
species and numbers can fluctuate significantly between 
years.

Other small mammals captured, such as bush rats and 
antechinus, are simply released to disappear back into 
the undergrowth unphased, while broad-toothed rats 
are carefully surveyed for their health (weight, presence 

of mites or injury), breeding condition (mature or juvenile) 
and gender. Individuals which are new to the records are 
given an ear punch to mark them which is also used as a 
genetic sample.

With up to 42 years of population data, variables such as 
predator animal control results (foxes and cats), climate 
information and vegetation changes can be compared 
to provide an insight into threats for the species and the 
success of management programs.

Broad-toothed rats are difficult to visually distinguish from 
other small mammals, such as the native bush rat, as 
their physical appearance only subtly varies, such as their 
darker feet. However, it is much easier to detect where 
broad-toothed rats have been if you encounter small 
‘runways’ worn amongst tussock grass following snow 
melt, or their unique olive-green scats (poo).

The conservation of threatened species such as broad-
toothed rat is a program that all park users can effectively 
contribute to by not using rat poison baits or snap traps 
(instead use live capture traps to identify and release 
animals unharmed); reducing the spread of weed seed 
and pathogens by following hiking hygiene protocols in the 
Park; and respecting native habitat generally by keeping to 
marked tracks and encouraging others to do so. 

Broad-toothed rat monitoring results
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Introduced species

Kosciuszko National Park wild horse management 
update

Horses in burnt areas of Kiandra plain, May 2020 (Photo: D Sampey/DPIE)

Post-fire recovery control of wild 
horses in Kosciuszko National Park
In February 2020, the Minister for Energy and 
Environment announced that horses would be 
removed from three key areas impacted during the 
summer 2019–20 bushfires. The areas are located 
generally around Kiandra, Cooleman and Nungar 
Plains and cover approximately 9% of the park. There 
are an estimated 4000 horses in these three areas. 
Scientific advice stated that the post-fire recovery of 
the vegetation and its dependant native fauna may be 
hindered by the established horse populations in these 
areas. 

All horses will be removed from the Nungar Plain area. 
The populations in the Kiandra and Cooleman areas 
will be reduced towards a ‘sustainable population’, 
in recognition of the requirements of the Kosciuszko 
Wild Horse Heritage Act 2018. A scientific program of 
environmental impact and horse population monitoring, 
which is being rolled out as part of the control program, 
will inform when this has been achieved over time.  

NPWS continues to control wild horses under the 2008 
Kosciuszko Horse Management Plan. The plan permits 

NPWS to capture horses using passive trapping. 
Mustering will also be undertaken in spring/summer 
2020. The priority is to rehome captured horses. 
However, those horses that cannot be rehomed will be 
transported to a knackery. 

The Kosciuszko Wild Horse Community 
and Scientific Advisory Panels
Community and scientific advisory panels are in place 
to provide advice on horse management in the park and 
input into the development of a new wild horse heritage 
management plan, which is a requirement of the 
Kosciuszko Wild Horse Heritage Act 2018. Since the 
summer 2019–20 bushfires, the panels have continued 
to meet, albeit via web-based means due to COVID-19 
restrictions. 

The new Kosciuszko wild horse heritage 
management plan
The new plan is due for completion in the second half of 
2020.

Further information
Visit Kosciuszko National Park Horse Management Plan
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A new book from Perisher Historical Society

Hotel Kosciuszko ‘The history and legacy of Australia’s 
first planned alpine resort’ 

Model of Hotel Kosciuszko (Photo: D Johnston)

Built in 1909 by the NSW Tourist Bureau to address 
the demands of emerging alpine tourism, the Hotel in 
the Diggers Creek valley of the Kosciuszko National 
Park became a vibrant year-round playground for 
many decades. 

It was the birthplace of organised skiing in the 
Kosciuszko region at the beginning of the 20th 
century. Hotel management encouraged the early 
formation of numerous ski club organisations, who 
have significantly contributed to the establishment of 
today’s built alpine and recreation environment. 

Imagine walking through the former hotel’s iconic 
arch to experience the full history of its trading and 
meet its former management, staff and guests who 
patronised the hotel over a 50-year period. Hear 
their stories, anecdotes and eyewitness accounts of 
escaping the fire. 

Examine the guardian role of the current day Sponars 
Chalet over the last 60 years in maintaining the Hotel 
Kosciuszko’s legacy. 

Wander through the hotel’s remnant precinct, locating 
the former building’s footprint, infrastructure and 
recreational facilities, which offers an analysis of 
the important cultural, archaeological and heritage 
significance possessed by this unique location. 

Researched and written by Donald A. Johnston, 
Heritage Architect, it contains over 300 pages 
detailing the hotel’s life, many rare photographs, 
maps, brochures, architectural plans and hotel 
memorabilia.

Books are priced at $65 each and can be purchased 
using the Perisher Historical Society Hotel Kosciuszko 
Order Form or from local Visitor Information Centres. 
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Interesting

The Australian Mountain Research Facility:  
a unified effort to future-proof our mountains

Researchers and natural resource managers have 
teamed up to create a monitoring network to study alpine 
and subalpine ecosystem response to environmental 
change. The aim of the network is to address knowledge 
gaps and improve conservation management outcomes 
to protect the diverse values of Kosciuszko National Park 
for generations to come.

The Australian Mountain Research Facility will undertake 
both environmental monitoring and climate manipulation 
experiments. The project is led by Prof. Adrienne 
Nicotra (Australian National University, or ANU) with 
fellow investigators at universities across Australia and 
NSW NPWS and Department of Planning, Industry 
and Environment. Research sites will be strategically 
deployed in New South Wales, Victoria, Australian Capital 
Territory and Tasmania to include a wide range of high 
elevation sites. Those sites will be equipped with long-
term stations that simultaneously monitor vegetation, soil 
and weather parameters to improve our understanding of 
interactions between these components. 

Dr. Susanna Venn (Deakin University), Prof. Geoff Cary 
(ANU) and Dr. Marta Yebra (ANU) will investigate the 
impact of reduced precipitation on vegetation and soil 

processes affected by the 2019–2020 bushfires. Through 
the use of rain out shelters, small areas of fire-affected 
landscapes will be used to simulate future ecosystem 
recovery. Similarly, aquatic ecologist Assoc. Prof. Ben 
Kefford (University of Canberra) will study the impact of 
climate change on subalpine stream chemistry and biota. 
Ben will deploy a temporary experiment which will both 
increase water temperature and reduce flow rates over a 
short length of stream.

This consortium brings together researchers across 
disciplines of terrestrial, aquatic and fire ecology 
as well as hydrology, soil science, remote sensing 
and management to create a unified approach to 
understanding ecology of these systems.

As community members have many questions and 
concerns regarding the future of the mountains, the team 
is keen to work with the community and stakeholders 
to ensure this network addresses those priorities. If you 
would like to learn more or join the discussion, please 
contact the team via the AMRF or Twitter  
@austmountresfac.

Tasmanian mountain research long-term weather station (Photo: Z Brown)
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Wow!

Alpine spiny crayfish

Alpine spiny crayfish (Photo: M Jekobson)

Crayfish are not creatures usually associated with 
Australia’s alpine area; however, the Alpine spiny 
crayfish (Euastacus crassus) often occurs in 
Kosciuszko’s mountain streams and bogs, busily 
contributing to these complex ecosystems.

Crayfish play a vital role within alpine and sub-alpine 
networks in processing organic matter through 
collection, predation, grazing and shredding of 
material as omnivorous opportunists. They also 
provide a critical food source for invertebrates, 
frogs, fish and platypus - and regrettably the most 
common sighting of Alpine spiny crayfish is merely a 
pair of wonderfully colourful claws on the sphagnum 
moss; remnants from a predator who discovered 
them first!

Threats to the survival of Alpine spiny crayfish 
include activities which damage stream bank 

structure (crushing burrows) or increase 
sedimentation and hence water turbidity (reducing 
food sources). Additional dangers for these 
intriguing creatures are elevated predation from 
introduced species (such as cats and foxes) and 
dramatic climatic events such as drought, fire and 
flood which may scour creekbanks.

Pollutants in waterways (such as soaps, detergents 
and oils) can also impact habitat quality and hence 
reduce species in the crayfish diet. The slow growth 
rate and low rates of reproduction also compound 
their vulnerability and under Commonwealth 
legislation, Alpine spiny crayfish are listed as 
‘endangered’. Definitely a unique and fascinating 
species worth keeping an eye out for when 
wandering the southern highlands.
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Backcountry

An interview with Steve Bickerstaff

How did you first get into backcountry 
skiing and mountaineering?
When at University I was fortunate to go on a trip to the 
Snowy Mountains with a highly experienced mountaineer. 
The area and the experience ‘grabbed me’. From there 
I started cross-country skiing, rock climbing and alpine 
touring. The passion for the mountains has only grown, 
and led me to ski in many locations overseas, work in 
Japan in their winters and teach and play in the Snowies 
in our winters.

What do you love about backcountry 
skiing in the Snowy Mountains?
The freedom of being self-contained and able to explore 
great terrain. The Snowy Mountains are unique. They 
are easily accessible; you don’t need helicopters or long 
days to traverse. No matter what the weather, there is 
somewhere that you can go to safely. Backcountry skiing 
can be done cheaply and so is available to anyone.

What are some important safety 
messages?
• The Snowy Mountains are not to be taken lightly. 

Without the skills and preparation, it can be very 
dangerous.

• Ask the questions:
 ○ Who’s leading?
 ○ Have they prepared me well?
 ○ Have I prepared myself well?

• Good navigation skills are vital. Good skiing/boarding 
skills are also required – it is very different to skiing/
boarding in resorts.

• Have the right equipment and know how to use it. 
Check that it is working well.

• Notify a loved one about where you are going and 
when you’re expected back.

• Take great care with using stoves near tents – tents 
and most camping equipment are highly flammable 
and can lead to serious burns.

• Own a Personal Locator Beacon (PLB) and use it 
wisely. Phones often don’t work in the backcountry. 

• It is interesting that groups that include women are 
often safer.

• If in doubt, go with a provider or a club.

Any other messages?
Respect your host and other visitors. Take your poo out 
with you. Make sure your camp site is environmentally 
sound. Do the right thing and then you won’t spoil it for 
everyone else.

Steve Bickerstaff skiing in the backcountry (Photo: T Wehr)
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Think about....

We’ve all heard of the statement ‘don’t eat the yellow 
snow’ but, unfortunately, there are worse things…!

It is sad to think that many streams in Kosciuszko 
National Park that look ‘pristine’ could actually make 
you very sick if you drank from them due to people not 
carrying their poo out with them.

And do you really want to be digging through one to 
three metres of snow to even get to the soil to start 
digging a toilet hole!?!

When in the snow ‘take nothing but photographs and 
leave nothing but footprints’. Paramount concerns being 
to safeguard the environment, native flora/fauna and 
protect water quality.

So, what do we do then?
The first thing is PLAN FOR IT. Especially if travelling 
with kids – it is a given that they will choose the most 
inopportune moment to say ‘Dad/Mum, I need to go… 
NOW!’

There are commercial options available and of course 
there are homemade options. All of which can be used in 
a clean and low-stress manor.

Granite tors near Mount Twynam in spring (Photo: T Scanlon/DPIE)

How to poo when backcountry!
The basic homemade kits often involve:

• paper or plastic bags for your business

• a plastic zip lock bag to put the finished products 
in (you may include some pre-packed deodorising 
powder)

• a dry bag or container

• hand sanitiser (although it may be best to keep this 
separate).

Containers can include ‘poop tubes’. Make your own. 

A great discussion on all sorts of options can be found in 
the Mountain Journal.

Commercial options include WAG bags, commonly sold 
as ‘Go anywhere toilet kits’, or ‘Toilet-to-go’ from Restop. 
They come with their own waste bag, gelling/deodorising 
agent, zip-close disposal bags, toilet paper and hand 
wipes. Watch a video on how to use a Wag Bag!

Tampons and pads also need to be packed out in a 
similar way.

And one more thing… make sure you choose a spot with 
a nice view to do it in. Shouldn’t be hard around here 
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Vehicle with tracks near Charlotte Pass (Photo: G Weston/DPIE)

Thredbo Alpine Museum 
re-opens
Thredbo Alpine Museum welcomes you back once 
again after months of closure, firstly due to the summer 
bushfires followed by the COVID-19 crisis.

With news of the ski field facilities reopening on 22 June, 
we are pleased to advise the Museum will be opening 
again from Wednesday 24 June. They will implement a 
‘soft opening’ schedule initially, of Saturdays, Sundays 
and Wednesdays from 1pm to 5pm. This will be reviewed 
as the season progresses and is subject to the availability 
of their valuable local volunteers. They have a COVID 
Safe Plan in place.

Transport in the Snowies

The new exhibition theme for 2020–21 will be ‘Transport 
in the Snowies’. This features 160 years of how essential 
resources and later the skiing public accessed the Snowy 
Mountains including Kiandra, the Hotel Kosciusko, 
Charlotte Pass and ultimately Perisher and Thredbo.

Supporting museum cameo displays will include Count 
Pavel (Paul) Strzelecki’s ascent and naming of Mt 
Kosciusko in 1840, the strong connection of the Czech 
community in starting Thredbo in 1957 and beyond 
through to Tony Sponar, who was born 100 years ago 
this year.

Further information on the museum (located just off the 
Village Square) can be obtained through the  
Thredbo Alpine Museum website.

Did you know...?

Perisher enviro update 

While the 2019–20 summer was a disrupted one, 
Perisher was still able to complete its summer 
revegetation program with over 6000 plants 
planted across the Resort. Weed control was also 
undertaken by contractors and Resort staff to keep 
on top of invasive plants like St. Johns Wort and 
Juncus effuses. 

The small volumes of organic waste generated at 
the Station in Jindabyne were collected by a local 
market-gardener, to make compost for his garden 
beds. Food waste collection will once again ramp-
up in the Resort for winter and form a major part of 
Perisher’s waste diversion strategy in 2020.

Planning is underway for Perisher to participate in 
NPWS’s soft plastics recycling program in Perisher 
Valley. This will mostly target clean, soft plastic 
coming off deliveries of retail and hire equipment and 
will help to reduce waste to landfill from the Resort 
this winter.

Also in winter 2020, plastic shopping bags will be 
replaced with paper bags in all Perisher-owned retail 
outlets. This will mean up to 2500 plastic bags will 
be diverted from landfill each winter! The paper bags 
will be both reusable and recyclable. This initiative is 
another step towards our Commitment to Zero goal 
of Zero Waste to Landfill by 2030!

For any comments or suggestions on Perisher’s 
environmental programs, please contact 
environment@perisher.com.au
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Thredbo Alpine Museum - 160 years of transport in the Snowies
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K7 Adventure Tours

K7 tour on the top of Mount Kosciuszko (Photo and website: M Edmondson)

Article written by Acacia Rose, member of the K7 Adventure Team of guides

From sastrugi to sublime

‘Backcountry’ is a winter specific term for skiers 
and, increasingly, snowboarders or ‘split boarders’ 
to head out to explore, to discover, to experience. 
New equipment means slipping into alpine boots and 
clipping into a range of new bindings that allow us to 
‘skin’ or hike out and then safely ski through sastrugi, 
across sheets of ice, navigate breakable crust and 
search for the sublime.

Down the long couloir of Kosciuszko South Ridge 
on a perfect spring day after a super cold night, 
the minute frost and ice crystals sparkle as they fly 
behind the skis. The skis move in perfect rhythm 
as the snow responds like a billion feathers once 
settled, now airborne around the skiers. We arrive at 
Cootapatamba Hut; grinning, whooping, stopping 
temporarily to fit skins. One of the party wears 
‘old-school’ Kandahar-style bindings and is already 
climbing, rising above technology with simple power, 
exhilaration and the choice of kicker skins or simply 
crafted ‘crown’ bases. Technos have full length skins 
and heel risers that make them look like a parade 
of girls in high heels climbing back towards the 
Ramsheads. One techno stops to catch a breath. 
Kandahar continues to climb, occasionally  
zig-zagging.

Time. Time is the key to the mountain experience. 
Out there, out here, we are all lost in the experience, 
in the moment. A moment in time is eternity. But we 
know we have to continue to move; slowly, steadily, 
topping out near ‘Unnamed Peak’ high about the 
Leatherbarrel. Kandahar quickly rips off the kicker 
skins without taking off the skis. Technos remove 
skis, clamp ski boots into ski mode, carefully peel 
the full-length skins from the base of skis and exactly 
match the ribbed cover that avoids the inevitable 
‘glued together’ skin saga. The newest of the technos 
has ‘glueless’ skins; like a long bandage, the skin is 
quickly rolled into a forgiving package and bundled 
into a backpack.

Already, Kandahar is sweeping down towards the 
Ramsheads plateau, gleefully bending into perfect 
telemark turns. One of the technos straight-lines, 
jumps the concave dip at the head of Merritt’s creek 
and tucks towards Kandahar. The race is on to The 
Portal. They stop, laugh, breathe. Another fifteen 
minutes and we’re all swooping off Signature Hill, 
down Merritt’s Falls and into Thredbo. Home. The 
lodge beckons. The fire is alight and canapés are 
already on the table.
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Guided tours

K7 snowshoe tour on the Main Range (Photo: A Rose/K7 Adventures)

Snow camping (Photo and website: M Edmondson) 
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Great news!

Dr Hamish Cameron examining ‘Pepper’ the spotted-tailed quoll  
(Photo: K Tunks-McMahon)

Thredbo quoll recovering

A very rare sight greeted Thredbo staff on the ski runs 
in May, when a spotted-tailed quoll was found near the 
base of the Kosciuszko Express Chairlift.

Named ‘Pepper’ by his rescuer, this carnivorous 
marsupial was found after a recent blizzard, malnourished 
and underweight, with sores, scabs, bite and puncture 
wound injuries consistent with predator attack.

After initial vet assessment/treatment, he was sent 
to recuperate in a local LAOKO (Looking After Our 
Kosciuszko Orphans) care facility for some serious TLC.

He was recently assessed again by Dr Hamish Cameron 
at West Queanbeyan Veterinary Hospital and we’re 
happy to say Pepper passed with flying colours! His 
weight has skyrocketed from 1.6 kilograms to  
4 kilograms (potential weight is 7 kilograms). This could 
possibly be due to his delicious weekly menu of a whole 
cockeral (lasts him three days), whole rats, baby mice, 
chicken wings and boiled egg - he is also starved one 
day per week which is recommended. Pepper’s wounds 
have healed nicely and he’s now strong and as feisty 
as ever! Dr Hamish is wearing those tough arm-length 
gloves for a very good reason!

Pepper is currently living in a pre-release facility where 
human contact is limited. This will help him remain a 
feisty quoll and not one who is accustomed to humans. 
We’ll keep you updated on his progress and future 
release plans.

‘Pepper’ the spotted-tailed quoll was found near the base of the Kosciuszko Express Chairlift, Thredbo Village (Photo: C Smith)
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‘Pepper’ the spotted-tailed quoll

‘Pepper’ walking down the ski slopes in Thredbo Resort (Photo: C Smith)
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Litter reduction
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