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KHA Inc - Bushfire Reconstructions Update
September, 2020

 

DON’T BE FOOLED - by ACT Minister’s Response

 

On Thursday 10 Sep the ACT Minister for Environment and Heritage, Mr Mick Gentleman, responded to KHA and those
KHA members and members of the public who made a submission to him in respect of hut reconstructions.  A copy of his
response is at the end of this ad-hoc Bulletin. 

Don’t be fooled by this response – the devil is in the detail. 

The key words of the Minister’s response were:  

“KHA will be involved in future restoration and commemorative work associated with the destroyed huts. I assure
you that the ACT Government is committed to undertaking this work and restoring the huts appropriately such that
the cultural, safety and heritage value of the huts is preserved for all to enjoy” 

We make the following observations on the carefully chosen wording.   

The Minister never uses the word reconstruct - which is the formal heritage term for rebuilding.  Heritage, like all
professions has its own language and words like restoration do not mean what they normally mean in everyday lay usage.
The Minister would be well aware of these language nuances. 

The Minister's response is very suggestive that the huts will be reconstructed but it doesn’t actually say that.  Restoration
has a specific meaning in heritage parlance.  Restoration = use existing fabric and not introduce new fabric.  There is
virtually no original fabric left to re-erect a building using the heritage concept of restoration.  The other key word is
commemorate.  Commemorate is suggestive of remembering something gone forever.  Neither restoration nor
commemoration mean reconstruction in heritage parlance.  Nor is the word rebuilt used.  Rebuilding is only ever used in
his letter in the context of the broader post fire recover.  The Minister's words give more than sufficient scope for the
implementation of interpretive type or picnic shelter like the abomination at Mt Franklin.  

The words we needed to see were "the Government shall ensure the huts are reconstructed to their pre-bushfire form using
like-for-like materials and techniques”.  Reconstruction has a specific meaning in heritage and means the introduction of
new fabric to return a place to an earlier state. 

We know the current Park Manager is opposed to reconstruction. In Victoria they reconstruct huts as standard procedure. 
In NSW there is a developed and transparent process to decide on the reconstruction of huts which results in many huts
being reconstructed.  In the ACT no hut destroyed by either bushfire or hut fire (fire from the fireplace getting away) has
ever been reconstructed.  With the increased frequency and intensity of bushfires this strategy will see the network of huts
in Namadgi die a death by a thousand cuts. 

The Government is hoping the letter they sent will ameliorate our concerns and that we have insufficient understanding of
heritage parlance to perceive the real intent.  Words like appropriate, preserve, all have connotations none of which imply
reconstruction.   

We will be writing to the Minister to seek clarity on his key phrases.  I’m not confident of receiving back a response with
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the correct technically un-ambiguous wording. 

Thank you everyone for your ongoing support.  Please keep the pressure up – re-write to the Minister and Opposition, the
media, and anyone who you think may listen.   Please feel free to contact the bushfire reconstruction sub-committee at
any time. 

All the best,

 

Simon Buckpitt
President

On behalf of the Bushfire Reconstruction Sub-Committee

 

 

Copy of Correspondence received from Minister on Thu 10 Sep.

 

Dear Mr Richardson 

I refer Mr Buckpitt’s attached letter on behalf of your Association and wish to thank the Association for writing to me. 

The ACT Government remains committed to rebuilding and recovery in our national parks after this year’s devasting
bushfire season. The Orroral Valley Fire of January 2020 burnt about 80% of Namadgi National Park (82,700 hectares)
and 22% of Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve (1,444 hectares) significantly impacting the landscape. 

You may be interested to know that the ACT Government has released a long-term Bushfire Recovery Plan to help our
landscape and communities heal. The Plan responds to the risks identified immediately after the fires and floods in the
impacted areas of Namadgi National Park and Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve. It also builds on actions completed so far to
restore damaged infrastructure, assess heritage impacts and assist natural recovery processes. 

The Bushfire Recovery Plan sets us on a path to not only restore what was lost, but also to safeguard our natural
environment and national parks for the future. The ACT Government is investing an initial $1.37 million to help with
stage one of recovery, in addition to expected insurance funding. This builds on $600,000 already provided to replace
rural landholder boundary fencing, and the employment of 26 rangers and field officers for bushfire recovery efforts
funded through the Jobs for Canberrans program.  

The Plan aims to work alongside natural regeneration and will:                

You will be happy to hear that the Bushfire Recovery Plan includes a commitment rebuild and restore key historical
features that have been lost in the fires. The Plan can be accessed online at https://www.environment.act.gov.au/ACT-
parks-conservation/bushfire_management/recovering-from-the-2020-bushfires/overview. 

Two stockmen’s huts, which form part of a cross border network of Alpine huts with ongoing cultural value to hikers and
special interest groups, were sadly destroyed in the fire. As detailed in the Bushfire Recovery Plan, a key recommendation
of the specialist assessment of the damaged huts is to work closely with the Kosciusko Huts Association (KHA), an
important stakeholder in the management of historic alpine huts. KHA will be involved in future restoration and
commemorative work associated with the destroyed huts. I assure you that the ACT Government is committed to
undertaking this work and restoring the huts appropriately such that the cultural, safety and heritage value of the huts is
preserved for all to enjoy. 

We are very lucky to live in our bush capital and the ACT Government is committed to protecting the environment now
and into the future. I hope that this information has been of use to you and that you continue to enjoy our beautiful
environment. 
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Thank you for raising your concerns with me.

 

Yours sincerely 

Mick Gentleman

Member for Brindabella 

Minister for Police & Emergency Services | Minister for Environment, Planning, Urban Renewal, Heritage & Land
Management | Minister for Advanced Technology & Space Industries | Manager of Government Business 
ACT Legislative Assembly | P: 02 6205 0218 | Tw: @GENTLEMANMick | W: www.parliament.act.gov.au

Website: www.khuts.org | Email contact: communications@khuts.org
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