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For those of us who are 

for many reasons ,unable 

to enjoy the wonders of 

the Snowies under 

August snow … share 

these images taken by 

Matthew Higgins during 

the last week of August 

2020. 

Left: View to Ramshead 

to bridge 

Wonderful 
conditions now, 
after a lacklustre 
(read climate 
change) season 
earlier.  A few 
photos from this 
week so far. 
 
Enjoy                      
 Matthew 
 
Right: Teddys Hut 

Left: Pipers Creek  

(Aqueduct) Hut roof icicles 

 

All photos:  

Matthew Higgins 
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HAVE you CHECKED your   MEMBERSHIP 

STATUS???     

Contact Pip Brown   

 

PLEASE READ THIS    Please assist your 

volunteer membership team by renewing your membership 

by one of our preferred methods below. 

Renew online at our website with a credit card, this 

method is fully automatic, requiring zero volunteer effort. 

Make a direct deposit into KHA's bank account BSB: 062 

912 Account Number: 10140661 then login to register your 

payment on our website by making an 'offline' payment. Deposit 

your cheque at your local Commonwealth Bank Branch to the 

above bank account, then login to register your payment on our 

website by making an 'offline' payment. Instructions for the 

above can be found under the 'RENEW' menu item on the 

website. 

Kosciuszko Huts Association Incorporated 

(KHA)   

KHA (formed in 1971) provides volunteer support to the 

NSW and ACT Governments to preserve the ‘settlement 

era’ vernacular architecture of the northern Australian Alps 

as part of the continuum of total landscape management.  

We are one of only a few organisations in Australia 

dedicated to the preservation of traditional Australian bush 

building skills. We research and document history 

associated with these vernacular structures and conduct 

public information sessions in conjunction with the various 

parks services and other bodies to raise awareness of this 

history. We are acknowledged on both the NSW NPWS and 

ACT PCS Volunteering websites and we have a 

demonstrated track record of performance.  

 

 

  Kosciuszko Huts Association 
GPO Box 2509 Canberra ACT 2601  

 Send in your stories for the newsletter. 

Walks, happenings on hut maintenance,  to 

downingpauline@gmail.com 

From the Editor:  Dear Fellow 
Members,  What a journey we 
have all been on this year: towns 
running out of water ... relief from 
a  devastating drought,  terrible 
bushfires and a pestilence 
pandemic of frightening 
proportions… and its not over yet it would seem.  

Covid 19 infection has changed our way of social, 
personal and community interaction. The ‘new normal’ 
is like something from science fiction, our lives 
becoming regimented to save ourselves and our fellow 
humans.   

A blank calendar is a totally new experience. All we 
can hope for is relief with science working to ensure 
our future health. Stay well.      
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 Parts of Namadgi are now 
open https://www.act.gov.au/our-

canberra/latest-news/2020/july/
parts-of-namadgi-are-now-open 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Help please? KHA members’ authored 

books on the huts and high country of KNP 
and Namadgi 
 Our Vice President Tony Hunter is applying for an 
exemption for donations received by KHA, and part of that 
application is our outreach - 

ie: the history of the huts and the peoples of the High 
Country in the format of books and magazine articles etc 
written by members of KHA. 

 The prodigious output of the late Harry Hill, also the 
prolific writings of Matthew Higgins and Klaus Hueneke 
come to mind, but if you know of any member’s books, 
please send the title, author, name and published date to 
me.  

I am compiling a very substantial list to pass on to Tony.    

Authors need to have been members, if only at the time of 
writing. The subject must be the history of the huts, the 
owners, the stockmen or stories of and about the huts, 
including Namadgi A.C.T., of course. 

 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN  

HISTORICAL PHOTOS: 

The Perisher Historical Society has several collections 
in their newly updated website.  Simply choose a 
collection, click on the photo you wish to see 
enlarged, it also contains information and even more 
photos: Magic! 

https://perisherhistory.org.au/photo-collections/  

FROM GRAHAM SCULLY 
 
Hi Pauline  This link takes you a Perisher His Soc Winter 
edition article by Megan on hut wrapping. It would be great 
for it to be included in the next newsletter, NPWS needs all 

the recognition they can get ... 
https://
mcusercontent.com/6fdf9948bea866b7bb5af61f6
/files/662e082d-f14a-4886-a6ca-97d85a9207db/
PHS_Newsletter_Issue_24_Winter_2020.pdf       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DONATIONS  -   THANK YOU so much! 

Anonymous  

Gavin Holmes 

Timothy Walsh 

John Corcoran 

Hugo Lohr 

Peter Worsfold 

Martin Sima 

Shirley Neal 

Bob and Sue Lawton 

Mike MacNamara 

Anonymous  

Paul Delaney 

Ross Flynn 

Graham North 

Garry Duursma 

 

Our Newest Members—Welcome 
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KHA 50th Celebrations  ~~ Dates: 14 & 15 November 2020  
 

Please note: Given COVID19 an assessment will be made in August as to whether or not to proceed with 
the planned dates or postpone the Celebration until dates in 2021.  We recommend members making 
accommodation bookings before this decision is made ensure that their bookings are able to be cancelled and  
refunded. 
 

Venue: Jindabyne Sports and Recreation Centre, 207 Barry Way, Jindabyne, NSW, 2627.   
Ph: (02) 6450 0200 
 

Founding Members:  If you were or know of a person who attended the Sawpit Creek meeting in 
1970; was a general or committee member in 1971; or was a member of the NPWS who helped to get 
KHA off the ground, then we would love to hear from you.  Please contact Simon 
Buckpitt, president@khuts.org, 0403 917 633.  In particular the people we are looking for are listed 
in the minutes of the Kosciusko State Park, 1970 Sawpit Creek1Meeting. 

 
Programme: Key aspects of 
 The programme includes demonstrations of traditional skills, discussions about the future, an 
expert panel to answer members questions, and a visit to one of the huts. The expert panel will 
consist of professional heritage consultants, professional heritage skills trainers, 
historians, NPWS, and ACT PCS, long term caretakers and mountain people with long term 
significant connections to the huts. 

 
Exhibitors:  A call to all painters, photographers, sculptors, drawers, authors, and other 

artists.  If you would like to exhibit or sell any of your works at the 50th please contact Peter 
Charker (hmotantagara@khuts.org 0449 663 769) or Simon Buckpitt 
(president@khuts.org,  0403 917 633).  Criteria are: you must be a member and the works need to 
relate to the Australian Alps. 

 
Who can attend:  Members, founding members, former and current NSW and 
ACT Parks staff, former patrons, and invitees (invited by the Sub-committee).  If you don’t fit into 
one of these categories but would like to attend please contact anniversary@khuts.org. 

 

Enquiries: Can be directed to Simon  Buckpitt, president@khut.org or anniversary@khuts.org 

 
 

The 50th is our most important event for this year and I’m hoping 
to keep it front and centre in all our communications.  A similar 
item has been added to the website and to Facebook and 
Instagram. 
 
Cheers, 

 

Simon Buckpitt   Mob: +61  (0)4  0391 7633      
                                
                                                                                       

                                                               Email:    president@khuts.org 
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THIS TIMETABLE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE DEPENDING ON NSW NPWS PRIORITIES 



 
Bushfires Reconstruction Sub-committee 
Rebuilding and recovery will be a long and difficult 
process that must be undertaken in cooperation with 
the NPWS & ACTPCS. Initially they will be working to 
open up safe access to the parks, with a particularly 
focus on those areas usually accessible to the public. 
The Committee has created a new Bushfires 
Reconstruction Sub-committee. This sub-committee, 
listed below, can be contacted by email through the 
new email 
address: bushfire.reconstructions@khuts.org: 
• Simon Buckpitt 

• Clive Richardson 

• Pip Brown 

• Peter Charker 

• Jean Montgomery 

• Marion Plum 

• Simon Plum 

Progress Report 30 Jun 2020 
The Committee appreciates that information on what is 
happening with the destroyed huts may not be 
occurring as quickly as some people would like.  We ask 
for your patience.  This will be a long involved process 
that will span many years. 
NSW 
NSW NPWS has done the initial rapid heritage 
assessments of most of the destroyed huts.  These 
assessments have been provided to the KHA Bushfire 
Reconstruction Sub-Committee and subsequently 
circulated to affected caretakers by the HMOs. These 
assessments are only the starting point.  
In the coming months, NPWS will commence a 
consultation process with affected caretakers and 
groups with strong heritage connections to the 
mountains.  We ask affected caretakers to be be patient 
and persistent.  We need to make sure your views and 
the views of those with heritage connections are clearly 
heard and captured in the consultation.  Consultation 
will take at least a year, and actual reconstruction works 
are not expected to commence until 2022. 
ACT  
The KHA Bushfire Reconstruction sub-committee has 
meet with the Namadgi National Park (NNP) Manager, 
Brett McNamara.  ACT uses a different process to NSW 
and the Sub-Committee is currently working with the 
ACT Government people to ensure we are adequately 
consulted. 
Caretakers and Members 
KHA's objective is to see all the huts reconstructed. 
If you are a caretaker looking after a hut that has been 
destroyed by the fires and you have not yet heard 

directly from your HMO, we ask that you contact both 
your HMO and the Bushfire Reconstruction Sub-
Committee (bushfire.reconstructions@khuts.org) as 
soon as possible. 
If you are interested in helping out with reconstructions 
when they occur please ensure you have your 
Whitecard and that you are registered on the NSW 
Volunteer Information Portal (see above) or the ACT 
Parkcare portal, as appropriate. 

Progress Report 10 Aug 2020 
Post Fire Reconstructions - NSW 
The initial stage of NPWS engagement with the KHA 
Committee on a way forward has been completed and 
NPWS are now into the detailed engagement phase 
with the Caretakers of damaged huts.  NPWS surveys 
have been sent to caretakers (through HMOs) as part of 
this process.  Thank you to those who promptly 
returned them. 
At 3pm on Thu 13 Aug, NPWS will hold an online 
meeting with the caretakers of affected huts and the 
KHA bushfire reconstruction sub-committee.  If you are 
a caretaker who has not been contacted about this then 
please 
contact bushfire.reconstructions@khuts.org ASAP 

Post Fire Reconstructions - ACT 
The KHA Committee has engaged the ACT Government 
through post fire forums and through both community 
engagement and heritage consultants.  The President, 
HMO Support, HMO Namadgi, caretakers, descendants 
of the hut builders, and hut users have consistently 
represented the view that the huts should be 
reconstructed like for like.  Verbal representation has 
been made to the Minister.  There is not much more we 
can do so we need your help. 
The ACT PCS position is different to this. ACT PCS 
preference is not to rebuild but to install interpretative 
type facilities.  It is not clear what this means. 
If you support rebuilding the huts in their original form 
then please write to the minister: by visiting https://
www.contactmyminister.act.gov.au/ or 
emailing gentleman@act.gov.au or sending a letter to: 
Mick Gentleman, Minister for the Environment and 
Heritage, ACT Government, GPO Box 1020, Canberra, 
ACT 2601. 

Do you want to help out with reconstructions? 
If yes, then please ensure you have a white card and 
that you have registered on the NPWS Volunteer 
Information Portal or the ACT Parkcare Hub, as 

appropriate.  If you don't have a whitecard KHA 
will reimburse you for obtaining one from you 
local provider (e.g. TAFE).  
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Remember last newsletter I asked the date of this workparty, well 
Steve Newby  a caretaker for many years told me. 4 November 
2001. He also sent along these photos of what is left of Happys after 
the fires. If you had any doubt of how our rangers in NPWS feel 
about the huts, just look at these photos and the sadness on their 
faces. A picture is worth a thousand words.                                     
Pauline 

(L) Steven Newby, Phil Newby, Greg 

Kraushaar, Martin Newby ,Jack 

Palmer, Andrew Baker (NPWS).       

Hi again,   I have been corrected 

on the date of the Happys 

Fireplace rebuild by my fact-

checker ….  Brother Phil. 

It was actually 24 or 25 January 

1999. 



KHA’s distinctive caps and 
merchandise for sale 

Contact Guy Hammond  

0419 489 967  





 
There’s a new furry recruit patrolling the halls at 
Queanbeyan Police Station. 
https://aboutregional.com.au/baby-wombat-ted-the-latest-
recruit-for-monaro-police-district/  
Monaro Police District’s Senior Constable Tori 
Murray took in orphaned bare-nosed wombat Ted 
after his mother was struck and killed by a car in 
late June 2020. Since then, eight-month-old Ted, a 
lively little guy, has been a regular fixture at the 
station, often found taking a nap in his portable bed 
under Senior Constable Murray’s desk or curiously 
following other officers around. Ted will remain in 
Senior Constable Murray’s care for at least another 
year until he is old enough to be returned to his 
natural habitat. 
For the past five years, Senior Constable Murray 
has volunteered with Wildcare to help rescue, care 
for and rehabilitate injured native animals across 
the Monaro region. Monaro Police District’s 
Inspector Charles Hutchins said all the officers 
have taken to Ted and enjoy having him at the 
police station. 
“The care that all of our officers are showing Ted is 
definitely the same care we provide to the 
community,” he said. “Here at Monaro Police 
District, we take our jobs very seriously and part of 
that is providing an excellent level of customer 
service.” Inspector Hutchins said that, 
unfortunately, crashes involving animals regularly 
occur on our roads and urged drivers to keep an 
eye out for them while travelling... 

 

The description of the film on the YouTube page reads: 'Filmed by Matthew Higgins near Bega in 
south-eastern Australia, "Wombat Wanders" follows a population of engaging Common Wombats (Vombatus 
ursinus) by day and by night as they come out of their burrows and go about their bush lives, even venturing near the 
filmmaker’s cabin and its water and grass.  Some of the beautiful creatures that these marsupials share the bushland 
with are also seen.  
Though common, wombats face threats including roadkill, mange disease and habitat destruction. It is lovely to see 

them in the wild, and to glimpse their young both in and out of the pouch.             Matthew Higgins   
The music is: Jazz In Paris - Media Right Productions.'       

If you watch and enjoy the video, please forward the link to others so that the wonders of our 
(precious little unburnt!) bushland can be more widely appreciated.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dndxE2yJ0zU  

https://aboutregional.com.au/baby-wombat-ted-the-latest-recruit-for-monaro-police-district/
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Did you Know???   Tumut Public School named their school library, The Harry Hill Library— 

Student Teacher Principle, A life well lived  

'Bushwalker, angler, adventurer, trek guide, park promoter, author, historian and educator, Harry loved the 
outdoors' Harry wrote many books about his beloved bush  and the huts. He was a KHA caretaker and a Life 
Member of KHA. 

 

~~~~~~~ 
NPWS to recruit 125 new staff state-wide  

The NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) is hiring 125 new staff across NSW. These staff will 
play a vital role in managing a world class network of 870 national parks which will include effective fire 
management and feral animal control. 

Mick Pettitt, NPWS Southern Ranges Branch Director, said the state-wide recruitment drive was to enable an 
increase in hazard reduction activity in national parks and to ensure more NPWS firefighters are in place 
before the 2020/21 bushfire season. 

Field officers are at the frontline protecting national parks and threatened wildlife. Fighting fires is a key 
priority, as well as delivering feral animal control, maintaining walking tracks and other infrastructure and 
supporting threatened species conservation projects. Atticus Fleming, Deputy Secretary of NPWS said ‘We 
are on the hunt for problem solvers who have a passion for the Australian bush, who can use initiative and 
think on their feet and who will bring a good practical approach to their work.” 

“The work is varied and will be well supported with training opportunities. Importantly, this is a chance to make 
a difference as one of the team protecting 7.2 million hectares of national parks, from the islands of Sydney 
Harbour, to the desert country in the north west, the forests along the Great Dividing Range and the alpine 
country in the Snowy Mountains. 

“This is the opportunity of a lifetime, and NPWS is an equal opportunity employer, so I encourage everyone to 
apply.” 

Applications are invited from people of all genders and many of the roles are targeted for employment of 
Aboriginal people. As one of the state’s four frontline firefighting agencies, NPWS works closely with other 
agencies to manage fire both inside and outside national parks. This recruitment is supported by $22.9 million 
in funding committed by the NSW Government as an interim budget boost ahead of the next bushfire season. 
This funding will also be used for an additional helicopter to ensure rapid response teams are well placed to 
protect people, property and the environment. Further information is available on-line. 

The material in this public release comes from the originating organization and may be of a point-in-time nature, edited for 
clarity, style and length. 

https://www.miragenews.com/npws-to-recruit-125-new-staff-state-wide  
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Despite an extreme forecast of 100mm plus, from another 2020 east coast low, we packed up 

and enjoyed? 2 nights in the Disappointment Spur area.                                         Chris Smart  
Trip Intention Form complete, we opted for the road, as the rock crossing at the old bridge at Munyang was a 

touch slippery!    The ‘easterly’ helped get us to the turn off 
where it became our foe as we turned into the wind at the 

junction. We broke a heavy wet trail to arrive at the Hut around 
5.  

 
We made camp and spent the next 6 hours keeping warm, 

eating and generally resetting for the same again the next day. 
The morning was spectacular with the trees showing off their 

beauty until they shed their snow when  it warmed. 
 

An afternoon ski up towards Whites River was a good plan for 
day 2. Then it rained.......  Our ‘snow stake’ measured 50cm on 

day 2 and dropped to 40 on day 3! 
 

As we could only dry our clothes by wearing them or 
putting in our sleeping bags, we packed up and 

headed out in a squally wet wonderland. 
Maybe the caretakers might consider re-installing the 

old stove in storage at Waste Point?    
Creeks were up and the cover wasn’t much better on 

return-walking the last 200m to the Power Station but 
still managing a few telemarks on the switchbacks on  

‘20 stack hill’. 
 

As usual, great 
trips need great 

companions-that box was ticked. 
 It was a tough trip but was a great 

reminder that you ‘play the cards 
your dealt’. 

 
Marginal cover meant no base off 

the Schlink Pass Rd. 
 

3.5 hrs in heavy wet snow was 
worth it. 

 
 
 

Chooks had been laying in 
renovated wood shed???  



Disappointment Spur Hut                         David Scott 

Also known as Aqueduct Shelter Number 2.  Background : 

Graziers were running stock along the main range north of 

the Snowy River by the mid-19th century.  By 1870 this 

area was known as the Murryang Run (aka Munyang).  

Through the 1870s and 1880s owners were changing every 

1-3 years, suggesting snow and difficult access hampered 

grazing.  James Spencer, who once held the adjoining 

Excelsior Run to the south, complained the main range 

runs were not viable around that time due to snow. 

Shepherd camps are recorded in the vicinity of Dicky 

Cooper Creek during the 1870s, with stock being brought 

into the area via Snowy Plain.  Graziers recorded as 

holding leases over Disappointment Spur include Donald 

McLure (1919), Woodstock Pastoral Co (Snow Lease Block 

K1 1929), HJ Willis with MR & WT Connors (Snow Lease 

Block C1 1943-50 and 1950-53).  Grazing was terminated 

in the area due to Snowy Scheme works. 

Work on the Snowy Mountains Scheme commenced in 

1949, with the Guthega Dam and Power Station being the 

inaugural project, constructed 1951-55.  In the first decade 

of the scheme, the engineering included extensive use of 

minor aqueducts to capture as much snow melt off the 

main range as possible.  The Guthega project included two 

minor aqueducts (Falls Ck and Rams Head Ck), and two 

major aqueducts (Pipers Creek and Munyang River). Aside 

from the Geehi Aqueduct built in 1966 as a consequence of 

Geehi Dam being forced upriver due to geological faults at 

its original site off Watsons Craggs, much less use was 

made of aqueducts in the second decade of the Scheme as 

they were costly pieces of infrastructure to install and 

maintain. 

The Munyang River Aqueduct was built by Selmer 

Engineering 1953-56.  It collects water from the eastern 

and western tributaries of the Munyang River in a 9.7km 

run from Disappointment Spur to the surge tank above 

Guthega Power Station.  There are six weirs along the 

eastern side of the valley, the main weir on Munyang River, 

thence nine weirs along the west side of the valley.  The 

aqueduct pipe starts at 300mm diameter, is 900mm as it 

leaves the main weir at the river and 1300mm by the time it 

arrives at the surge tank. 

The pipe is buried, and has numerous vent pipes along its 

length to balance pressure through dips and rises. Initially 

the pipe along the west side of the valley included a 

number of elevated viaduct sections across gullies behind 

Horse Camp, where the pipe was supported on concrete 

legs with a small flat capping on top that people could walk 

or (tentatively) ski across – however these elevated 

sections were removed when the pipe was replaced c1990. 

Disappointment Spur Hut is one of three shelter huts 

located along the route of the aqueduct, the others being 

Horse Camp Hut (a modified grazing hut), and a locked 

maintenance hut at the main weir. 

The hut appears to be an amalgam of two prefabricated 

‘snow huts’ — 2.1m square weatherboard huts with a flat 

roof of corrugated iron, widely used by the SMA and 

contractors across the Snowy Scheme.  The hut units are 

bolted onto two long rails suggesting it may have been 

dragged to the site.  The hut was originally painted bright 

red with white trim, a standard colour scheme on remote 

SMA huts. 

The hut first appears (unlabeled) on a c1955-58 SMA map.  

It could date from the construction of the aqueduct, more 

likely it was installed by the SMA as a maintenance shelter 

on completion of the aqueduct and came from either 

Guthega or Island Bend work camps. 

Through the 1960s the hut was used increasingly by 

bushwalkers.  In 1971 the hut is recorded as containing a 

small stove, table, shelves and a bench.  A two tier 

sleeping platform, rainwater tank and kitchen cupboard unit 

with sink was added in the mid-1970s; all but the sleeping 

platform were removed by 1988. A pit toilet was provided in 

1988 but destroyed in the 2003 bushfires. The stove was 

replaced in 1997 but removed by 2002. 

Situated within the popular Whites River Corridor, the hut 

receives heavy use from walkers, cyclists and skiers, 

particularly groups undertaking their first trips onto the main 

range. 

Documentary Sources 

Cserhalmi & Partners (Jean Rice): Disappointment Spur Hut Heritage Action 
Statement, NPWS 2009 

Hueneke, Klaus:  Huts of the High Country, ANU Press 1982. 

Downing, Pauline: Huts and Homesteads of Koscisuzko National Park 2013 

KHA records, database and images. 

NSW Dept of Land and Property Information:  parish maps c1880s-1970 (Munyang 
Co Wallace), snow lease plans 1931-68. 

SMHEA:  Engineering Features of the Snowy Mountains Scheme, SMHEA1973. 

Vallak, Reet:  article Snowy Mountains Huts #21 Disappointment Spur Hut, in 
Christie 1971 

Some Nearby Points of Interest 

The Munyang Aqueduct weirs along the trail from just east 
of the hut to the road, can be heard and visited with a short 
walk. The route along the crest of Disappointment Spur to/
from Mt Gungartan provides some outstanding views of the 
main range, albeit requiring considerably more exertion 
than the trail. 

Amenity  Water – at the creek & weir 150m east along the 
aqueduct track.  High flow, never dry. 

Nearest Trackhead/Public Road – Guthega Power 
Station (unstaffed) & Guthega Road ~4.5km (1hr walk) 

 Ed: More info/ photos on www.KHuts.org 

https://khuts.org/index.php/the-huts/kosciuszko-national-
park/776-disappointment-spur-hut  

Caretakers: Gourmet Walkers                           Photos: Gail Barton 
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https://khuts.org/index.php/the-huts/kosciuszko-national-park/776-disappointment-spur-hut


LETTERS 
Mears Family    8/06/2020 
Hi Pauline, 
We have just received the Winter 2020 KHA 
Newsletter, and as always it is a beauty – 
congratulations ! 
 
We are always amazed at the way you are 
able to attract so many interesting stories 
about the Snowies and our huts, and then 
stitch them together with your own yarns and 
memories.  
 
As a retired geologist, I have this theory that 
the rocks and the mountains are secretly 
talking to us and inspiring us ! 
 
We are looking forward to reading all the articles on 
these cold winter evenings while sitting in front of our 
open log fire here in the northern suburbs of Sydney !         
All the best     Russell 
                              ~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Hej Russell, Thank you for your comments and I am so 
happy and satisfied that the newsletter content is being 
enjoyed  - this pandemic era where we are caught up in and 
its essential ‘social distancing’ has left me with little current 
content about our beloved huts. And I agree that Mother 
Nature talks to us … but her voice is fading. 
 
Warm regards Pauline 

 

 
From Matthew 
Higgins 17th June 
2020 
My latest short 
video, ‘Wild Black 
Range’, is now on 
YouTube at - 
  

 
https://youtu.be/Ti4FBWdmtDY 
 
The description of the film on the YouTube page 
reads: 'Black Range, near Bega in south-eastern 
Australia, is a place of views, forests and 
wildlife.  From a small cabin on the range, 
Matthew Higgins takes the viewer on a 
journey.  The journey ranges from wonderful 
landscapes to wombats, eagles to lyrebirds and 
butterflies, glorious trees to goannas, falcons to 
finches, a painting of the cabin’s vista, and ending 
with twilight bats and a full moon rising. On the 
soundtrack, birdcalls meet Beethoven (with thanks 
to friend Gabrielle Hyslop on the piano playing the 
beautiful Moonlight Sonata).’  So have your 
volume up. 
 
If you watch and enjoy the video, please forward 
the link to others so that the remarkable diversity 
of our (precious little unburnt!) bushland can be 
more widely appreciated. 

Hi.   There was a series of photos in the Winter2020 
Newsletter, showing the now-destroyed Happys Hut 
and asking if anyone could identify the date of the 
large photo of the chimney being returned to it's 
original shape. Before that weekend it'd been quite a 
bit taller but old photos were followed for the rebuild. 
You can also see part of an old boiler leaning against 
the then-in-place woodshed, which we 
manoeuvred  into place at the back of the new 
chimney, before cementing the floor of the fireplace. 
 

That was Australia Day long weekend 1999. I'm the 
one in shorts and cap, with beard. Jack Palmer (HMO 
South?) and the Newby brothers Phil + Steve (Happys 
caretakers) are in the photo as is the NPWS carpenter 
(Andrew Baker maybe).  The photo may have been 
taken by the Newbys' mate Greg . And there was also 
a couple (Roger/Kate) from Canberra I think. This 
personnel line-up may be in slightly incorrect order. 
 

That year I was bushwalking in summer. Very unusual 
for me; out for a week from Selwyn to Mt K and back, 
aiming for the work-party at Happys, expecting to 
leave on the Monday afternoon and to stop the final 
night nearer where I'd left my car. 
 
Anyhow, the Newbys offered to take me by car 
instead, along HJ's Road and then to Selwyn through 
the gorge (I'd never met them before but they'd both, 
rather surprisingly, attended the same high school I did 
in Sydney decades earlier) to Selwyn via the 
Cabramurra Rd toward Kiandra. We also stopped in at 
HJ 3+4 hut which was "their's" to maintain as well. This 
latter was burned in 2003 and very sadly not rebuilt . 
 
Talk about a blast from the past. Hope this helps.  
     Kim Brelsford   July 2020 
 

https://youtu.be/Ti4FBWdmtDY


BANJO AND 

BUTTERPATS: 

On a recent mini-

break in mid-

western NSW we 

visited the Banjo 

Paterson Museum 

at Yeoval. The 

main focus is on all 

things ‘Banjo’ and 

while sampling real 

coffee (as 

advertised at the 

front of the museum to lure us in) and scones, made 

by volunteer Sharon, accompanied  of course by 

strawberry jam and cream, I looked up and 

surprisingly, on the wall was a collection of three sets 

of skis, made and used possibly 150 years ago.  

There were two sets of ski stocks made from cane/
bamboo - the entire collection is kept in immaculate 
order. Sharon and Alf’s son, who, in his mother’s 
opinion is a hoarder like his father, many years ago 
found them piled up on the footpath during a 
Woollahra (NSW) Council clean-out campaign. 

They were taken home and put into the shed … 
somewhere … lost and forgotten about. Then during 
the Covid19 lockdown, time was plentiful as the local  
organisations the family are deeply involved in, ie 
Show Society as well as the Banjo Paterson Museum 
amongst several other voluntary positions, were 
closed during the pandemic. The shed was cleaned 
out and Lo! the old and beautiful ski gear appeared 
among the clutter.  Dusted off and rubbed down with 
timber oil, they are now displayed on the wall of the 
museum, linked to Paterson by his vice presidency of 
the Kiandra Pioneers Snow Shoe Club in 1898 — for 
us, it was a totally unexpected discovery. 

In the 1880s Banjo Paterson became a member of 

the Kiandra Snow Shoe Club; in 1896 he was 

elected to the Club’s executive; and in 1898 he 

became Vice President of the Club Kiandra Pioneer 

Ski Club (1861) Limited      Pauline Downing  

Massive 60cm Plus Snowfall  July 13 2020 

Snowy Mountains Magazine 

Road conditions: for those who have lived in the 

mountains for years, it is not uncommon for cars to be 

sliding every which way but loose on such given days. 

 Even experienced drivers come unstuck with snow 

and ice of this proportion. You must slow down and 

drive at slow speeds, plus be very conscious of 

controlling speed on the downhill. Leave plenty of 

space in front of you and for manual cars, engage a 

lower gear such as 2nd gear and let the engine help 

slow you.  

Some mountain visitors may not have encountered 

roads with snow like this previously, and it only takes 

one car to go sideways, cause an accident and the 

road will be blocked. It did not help today that trees 

had also come down onto the road. At 6.30pm the 

road was still closed between Jindabyne and Berridale  

https://snowymagazine.com.au/    Steve Cuff 

Photo oops! Snowy Magazine.com.au 

https://www.facebook.com/kiandrapioneer/?hc_ref=ARQrmap64O79R7yjak5qNwioRbhtRDB8O7Ghz4WtGC1yIL5n6cfwBMvopHzKUyW9NoA&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDtaSy1FX-ibj73tSCm1uU109NfgPfR1Znm7Ux4airEUN6VaOiFkE_9rS8EYZQr9KhEHoNmvO16rgh6Yo87-EuyjQx2A50rnBOUdeAmrtw7BVvBHunRk
https://www.facebook.com/kiandrapioneer/?hc_ref=ARQrmap64O79R7yjak5qNwioRbhtRDB8O7Ghz4WtGC1yIL5n6cfwBMvopHzKUyW9NoA&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDtaSy1FX-ibj73tSCm1uU109NfgPfR1Znm7Ux4airEUN6VaOiFkE_9rS8EYZQr9KhEHoNmvO16rgh6Yo87-EuyjQx2A50rnBOUdeAmrtw7BVvBHunRk
https://snowymagazine.com.au/




THE PLATYPUS – A VERY 

SPECIAL AUSTRALIAN 

FIND OUT MORE!   https://platypus.asn.au/  

https://platypus.asn.au/


Hi fellow explorers, 
        Herewith my photo of Pig Gully Hut taken about 
1978 when I was there with a KHA group. It was built 
by Fred Bernhardt for mining and living. It is shown as 
two dots on the SMA Cabramurra sheet situated east 
of MT Selwyn down in the valley. I have no co-
ordinates or any idea of what is still there. One could 
stoop/crawl in then. I pinched a couple of hand-made 
nails and little iron pieces which I still have. I know 
little more but wish I had been a fly on the wall in 
many of these places in the 1930s and had done oral 
history in the 1950s when I was a kid. There may be 
references to Fred in old mining documents.  Klaus 

 

Bottom left: gold mining  right:  the chimney remnants  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBSCRIBE https://theaustralianalps.wordpress.com/contact-us/  

PIG GULLY HUT  -       Brief History from the KHA website:    
www.KHuts.org 

Opposite: Note the small outhouse beside the skiers, 
Greg noted those on his 2016 visit.  Built in the 1920s for 
gold mining. Long occupied by Fred Bernhardt.  

Photo: Ken Nankervis collection 

 

Below: Photos by Greg Hutchison  
‘I visited Pig Gully Hut in 2016 before the fires and took 
some pictures. Its all fallen down and items spread 

https://theaustralianalps.wordpress.com/contact-us/


 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George de Salis at 72, during a return trip to Cooleman Plain 
in 1923. Picture: Adrienne Bradley 

George De Salis, an early Australian grazier, was an 
intriguing mix. He was a member of a landed family near 
Canberra, briefly a parliamentarian, an acute observer of the 
natural environment, and a victim of economic depression. 

Perhaps best of all he was an excellent diarist. His diaries in 
the National Library of Australia, covering the 1870s through 
to the early 1900s, have preserved a wonderfully detailed 
picture of his life and times. 

George was born near Tumut in 1851. His father Leopold was 
Italian-born and migrated to NSW where he became a 
successful grazier, and later a colonial politician. In the 1850s 
Leopold acquired Cuppacumbalong near today's Canberra and 
it was here that George lived for several decades. 

Cuppa was a massive property extending over many thousands 
of hectares and well into today's Namadgi National Park. The 
family also had the Cooleman Run in what is now Kosciuszko 
National Park. George rode over almost every inch of the 
family lands, eventually managing them in adulthood. The 
summer trips with stock to Cooleman Plain were his special 
joy. 

George's diaries reflect the nature of a grazing life and its many 
employees and the laborious nature of their work, whether it 
was in the low hills near Tharwa and Naas or in the snows of 
Cooleman.  The De Salises had many ex-convicts in their 
employ and a number of Aboriginal people. Aboriginal 
stockmen and women servants were able to stay in touch with 
their country through working for people like De Salis (the 
alternative for most others was a mission existence). 

George left many insights into local families, some of them 
pretty unflattering! But he was an honest observer, not just a 
gossip. The ex-convict patriarch of one of the area's largest 
families had helped in the capture of runaway convicts in the 
Cotter Valley and was shunned by others descended from 
convicts for doing so. Another time, the argumentative selector
-poet of Tidbinbilla, Henry French Gillman, was hung in effigy 
from a tree by his detractors.   

George was a Christian and teetotaller. He married Mary, 
daughter of Rev Pierce Galliard Smith of St John's Church and 
they had eight children.  It worried George the way some of his 
workers drank themselves silly. Ex-convict Thomas Fishlock 
was one especially fond of the grog and George lamented his 
sprees. 

George had to ride to Queanbeyan frequently on business and 
stay overnight. The town and its pubs repelled him. In his 
diary he wrote that two nights in the town was more than any 
Christian man could bear!  But George was not pious and 
stuffy. He wrote with warmth and humour. He joked with 
fellows, played good-natured pranks on his wife, and wrote 
with a surprisingly modern prose. His life was spent on 
horseback. 

Wild horses, especially up at Cooleman Plain, figure in the 
diaries. In large numbers they were pests which George and 
others shot ruthlessly. But they were also a source of sport 
when chased to be caught and broken-in. In January 1876 at 
the campfire he offered his men a pouch of tobacco for the 
best telling of a brumby chase. 

It is the natural environment, and people's relationship with 
it, that is a particularly significant theme in the diaries and 
which reflect the conflicts in George the man. He loved the 
bush, wrote lyrically of mountain forests, wildflowers and 
views, observed wildlife - even watching a koala and briefly 

taking the young one from its mother to study before returning 
it. He had pet sugar-gliders at Cuppacumbalong. George 
worked to have a reserve declared for the limestone caves at 
Cooleman. 

But George was also a man of his times. He loved the firearm, 
and using it. He thought nothing of spending an afternoon 
shooting the native birds which came to his orchard. 

He shot wallabies (including rock wallabies) and wrote with 
approval of the large numbers shot locally. At one point he 
marvelled at how wildlife numbers seemed to increase the 
more they were shot - at that point I almost exclaimed aloud in 
the NLA's hallowed rooms 'Stop it George, you don't know 
what you are doing!'. Rock wallabies have been extinct in the 
ACT now for decades. 

Perhaps the saddest statement is where he celebrated his 
young daughter's first kill with a rifle. The animal shot was a 
platypus. 

George reflected that Biblical belief in man's dominion over all 
living things.  

The De Salis family had properties in Queensland as well as 
NSW. When the Depression hit in the 1890s the family was 
over-extended. Cuppacumbalong, Cooleman and other 
properties were sold.  George and his family had to move to 
nearby Lambrigg where his sister Nina and husband William 
Farrer lived.  Farrer, of course, is an Australian hero for his 
pioneering wheat-breeding work. But George, in an 
unfortunate error of judgement, viewed his brother-in-law as a 
nerdy boffin and a figure of fun. 

With some resources recouped, George was able to take out a 
pastoral lease in the upper Cotter around that time and De 
Salis Creek is still shown on modern maps. 

Around 1900 George and his family moved from Lambrigg to a 
Michelago property, Soglio. George lived the rest of his life 
there.  He died in 1931, and unlike his parents and some 
siblings buried at the stately tumulus near Tharwa, George was 
interred in the humble Michelago Public Cemetery. His 
daughters lived at Soglio for decades after. The two-storey 
house still stands, on the edge of ruin and on the edge of the 
Monaro Highway. 

Matthew Higgins is an historian whose recent books are  
Bold Horizon: High-country Place, People and Story and Seeing 

Through Snow. 
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/  20 June 2020 

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/


Greg Powell, one of our 
earliest members of KHA 
has sent in some photos and a 
clipping of the Kotara Scouts 
building igloos at Munyang.  

Rattling around in my brain is 
that Pieter Ariens was one of the 
organisers of this event/
compete-tion. Peter was one of 
the founding members back 50 
years ago and served as 
President of KHA. 

If anyone has more information 
send it along to me for the next 
newsletter. 

Look forward to hearing from 
you and please send any of your 
stories as I am always looking 
out for interesting bits for the 
newsletter! 

 



Taronga Zoo is heavily involved in breeding 
and releasing Corroboree frogs into the wild in a 

National Recovery Program to help save the species. The 
Zoo’s breeding program has been so successful that we have 
released hundreds of frogs and thousands of eggs to 
increase wild population numbers in Kosciuszko National 
Park and Brindabella National Park. Saving the Corroboree 
Frogs will represent a major achievement for the 
conservation of amphibians globally.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taronga Zoo staff released over 1,100 critically endangered 
Southern Corroboree Frog eggs in Kosciuszko National Park 

as the snow fell over their natural subalpine habitat. The eggs, 
bred at Taronga Zoo and Zoos Victoria, were released into a 
variety of natural and artificial pools as well as disease-free 
enclosures as part of an ongoing recovery effort to bolster 
population numbers of this rare frog. 

 The Southern Corroboree Frog is one of Australia’s most 
threatened animals, with less than 50 mature frogs in the 
wild. They have been in a state of decline for over three 
decades due to a devastating disease caused by the amphibian 
chytrid fungus. The fungus was introduced to Australia in the 
1970s and has been responsible for the extinction of six frog 
species in Australia and up to 200 species around the world. 

 To prevent the extinction of this iconic species, an insurance 
population with over one thousand frogs has been established 
at four zoos and a university under the guidance of NSW 
Office of Environment and Heritage. The conservation 
program has been very successful in recent years, with eggs 
released each year since 2010. 

 The eggs released will slowly develop into tadpoles as their 
pools drop to almost freezing temperatures during winter. 
Once Spring arrives tiny black and yellow frogs will emerge 
to then enter the surrounding bogs and forests where they will 
grow for a further four to five years before coming back to 
breed. 

 Herpetofauna Supervisor, Michael McFadden, said: “We’re 
releasing the eggs using a number of reintroduction 
techniques in order to maximise our chances of establishing 
populations of corroboree frogs within the park.” 
 “By undertaking the releases in an experimental manner, it 
will allow us to continually learn and improve the techniques 
required to rebuild populations of this species”. 

 

Desert frogs 

resurface after 

drought 

After potentially 
years buried 
underground waiting 
for significant rain, 
hundreds of desert 
frogs recently re-
emerged in Sturt 
National Park, one 
of the driest areas in 

NSW. These incredible burrowing frogs can live 
up to 20 years but will likely only surface three 
to four times in their lifetime, depending on rain 
cycles. Wild Deserts, who recorded the frog's 
emergence, are one of the institutions NPWS 
partners with on conservation projects for 
threatened species.. 
nationalparks.nsw.gov.au 

 

 

   Frogwatch training at Jerrabomberra   

Learn how to survey for frogs with Frogwatch experts 

at Jerrabomberra Wetlands!   

Frog training commences with an introductory 

seminar, followed by an easy walk around the 

Wetlands to put new found theory into practice. 

  29-30 September or 1 October     6 - 8.30pm  

$15 per adult, with a light supper provided prior to 

the walk. Free for children under 16.  


