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Dear Paul,

 

The purpose of the Bulletin is to inform members of current activities, events and operational matters only. The general
intention is for the body of the Bulletin to be brief. 

 

WORK PARTIES

Still no work parties confirmed as of the date of this Bulletin.

KNP Tantangara

Open to all members:

# Dates to be confirmed

Contact Peter Charker, HMO Tantangara, hmotantangara@khuts.org (mob 0449 663 769) for any other enquiries.

KNP Jagungal

Open to all members:

# Dates to be confirmed

Contact Simon Plum, HMO Jagungal, hmojagungal@khuts.org if you have any other enquiries.

KNP Snowy

Open to all members:

It's great to know we can get back to doing what we love most, caring for our huts.

I'm sure they're all in need of some extra attention .

Once I  hear back from caretakers with dates etc, I'll  be able to let you know if there are any vacancies at Work parties.
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Don't forget to read the COVID restrictions that will be in place and fill out the questionnaire.

# Dates to be confirmed

Contact Marion Plum, HMO Snowy, hmosnowy@khuts.org or (mob 0411 407 441) for any other enquiries. 

Namadgi

Open to all members:

# Dates to be confirmed

Contact Jean Hammond, HMO Namadgi, hmonamadgi@khuts.org (mob 0413 372 476) for any other enquiries.

UPCOMING EVENTS
17 Oct 20 - KNP Huts Maintenance Annual Planning with NPWS

HMOs and some other Committee members will be meeting with NPWS on 17 Oct to discuss the upcoming seasons work
party proposals for KNP.  Caretakers are asked to submit their draft work party proposals to their HMOs if they haven't
already done so.

Caretakers will already have received correspondence from HMOs on how work parties will be conducted under COVID. 
At this stage, KHA is the only volunteer group that has been authorised to conduct overnight volunteering activities
during COVID.  Thanks to NPWS for allowing this.

Up to 10 people and 5 vehicles will be permitted at work parties, with no more than two people per vehicle.  Therefore
there is no impediment to this seasons work parties - which is great.

17 Oct 20 - Bushfire Reconstruction Planning with NPWS

HMOs and some other Committee members will be meeting with NPWS on 17 Oct to get an update on the progress of the
post bushfire reconstruction process.

14 Nov 20  - Special General Meeting (date is tentative)

Given the ongoing COVID restrictions it is intended to hold the special general meeting via Zoom on the 14 Nov 20.  The
agenda will be circulated after the upcoming Committee meeting on 07 Oct 20.

To register for this event please send an email to secretary@khuts.org.

 

OTHER INFORMATION
Update on Training

We hope to run a two day workshop in November on either traditional milled timber joinery or scarfing and splicing
timbers in the natural round.  The workshop will likely be run at Tharwa. Further information and registration details will
be advised as they become available.

Early next year we hope to run a workshop on types of paints and painting techniques.  This has been requested by
NPWS.  Use of the wrong paints on the wrong materials is big cause of accelerated degradation of structures. This
workshop will likely be run at Dalgety. Further information and registration details will be advised as they become
available.

KHA Website

Members are reminded that you can access useful information on the KHA website by logging in and going to
the Members Area.
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Huts & Caretakers, by HMO areas:

Huts > Caretakers 

KHA Positions, including Committee Members:

Admin > Positions 

KHA Financial Reports, including Budgets:

Admin > Finances 

KHA Bulletins & Newsletters:

Publications 

 

ACT Bushfire Recovery - Opposition Response
President's Comments on ACT Opposition Response

We have received a response from the ACT opposition on hut reconstruction.  This response is transcribed below. 

We asked a simple question:  "Does the opposition support the reconstruction of huts destroyed in the 2020 fires to their
pre-bushfire form using like for like materials and techniques."

Whilst the letter is more plain speaking than the Governments response it also offers no firm guarantees, however they do
agree to 'in principle support of rebuilding'.

The key phrase is: "A Canberra Liberals Government would review information provided by the community and the ACT
Heritage Council to make an informed decision on how best to proceed."  

The Heritage Council will make a decision on the basis of a report prepared by a  Heritage consultant. The Heritage
Consultant did engage with KHA and we represented our views.  However, there is at least one other community group
opposed to reconstructions and it will be interesting to see how strongly their views are weighted.

The heritage community is divided on reconstructions.  There is  heritage doctrine, held by many heritage professionals
that when something is destroyed it should not be rebuilt.  This doctrine (treated as immutable by some heritage
professionals, hence doctrine) stems from the 1964 Venice Charter adopted by the International Council on Monuments
and Sites (ICOMOS), which states “all reconstruction work should however be ruled out 'a priori'. Only anastylosis, that
is to say, the reassembling of existing but dismembered parts can be permitted.”  [note: anastylosis is 'restoration' in Burra
Charter parlance]

An alternative and more progressive view on reconstructions consider this community going forward (not just looking
back) and the sense of spirit and morale reconstructions can bring. It is this view that prevails with the Cathedral of Notre
Dame in France. After all huts have a story and when the hut dies the story ends, reconstruction continues the story for
future generations.  Imagine if this Venice Charter had been applied in Europe after World War 1 and 2!!

Further, the Heritage Council doesn't focus on future utility or amenity, only heritage considerations.

Whilst the Australian Burra Charter allows for reconstructions the ultimate decision will come down to the personal views
of the Heritage Council members.

The Heritage Council is a statutory body that sits 6 times a year.  It is not elected.  It cannot be communicated directly
with by the public or interest groups, except through the Heritage Unit. After a 2014 legislative amendment its decisions
cannot be overturned by a Minister, only the Supreme Court.  

So let us hope that the consultants recommendations support reconstruction and that the Heritage Council members take
a positive view of reconstruction.



a positive view of reconstruction.

Response from ACT Opposition

Following below is a transcription of the response from the ACT Opposition on reconstruction of huts in Namadgi.

"The Canberra Liberals are committed to making Canberra the best place to live, work and raise a family.

The loss of the historic huts in the 2020 bushfires was a terrible loss for heritage in Namadji [sic] National Park and the
broader Alpine hut network.

The Canberra Liberals are passionate about preserving cultural and heritage sites.  We understand the historical value
these sites hold to our Canberra community.

Labor and Greens inaction in the Heritage portfolio is unacceptable, with applications to the ACT Heritage Register
remaining unresolved and actionless for over twenty years in some cases.

The Canberra Liberals are supportive in principle of rebuilding the historical huts lost in the 2020 bushfire season.

A Canberra Liberals Government would review information provided by the community and the ACT Heritage Council to
make and informed decision on how best to proceed.  

The Canberra Liberals appreciate the cultural and historical value of these huts in Namadji [sic] National Park and are
committed to working with the Kosciuszko Huts Association and restoring the huts if possible."
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