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PRESIDENT’S  
REPORT
Winter started early with great snow falls in June attracting keen members to our lodges for  
early turns. Snow continued to fall throughout the season apart from a few days of  torrential 
rain in early August. Snow is still falling as I write this on the official closing weekend of  the 
season on the Labour Day long weekend. 

Spring Skiing
Back country skiing is a terrific way to make the most of  the enormous amount of  snow still 
covering huge areas of  the snowy mountains as we head into spring. I had a terrific trip to Mt 
Tate via Guthega Trig on the last weekend of  September and am in the passenger seat of  my 
car heading south to enjoy a trip from Perisher to Thredbo via Charlotte Pass as I type this  
report. Perhaps I may bump into some members trekking out the back in November.

Races
Racing came back onto the calendar this year after a two year hiatus due to COVID. Congratu-
lations to Club Champions Christina Grant and Mark Jacquemin who put in great times at the 
combined Guthega Interclubs / Club Championships. We hosted the Balmain Cup this year and 
competitors enjoyed wood fired pizzas at the presentation on the deck in front of  Kyilla. We had 
one competitor answer the invitation to race in Canberra Alpine Club’s race. Unfortunately your 
President distinguished himself  by stepping out of  one ski and leaving it in the start gate on 
the second run.

We hope to see the Thredbo Interclubs back next year. This year they were washed out. They 
were cancelled due to too much snow in 2019 and cancelled due to COVID in 2020 and 2021.

Bookings
Bookings were very solid throughout winter. There were COVID related cancellations almost 
every week and weekend, creating spaces in the trip lists. Numerous members took advantage 
and made last minute bookings however the lodges still had empty rooms during many weeks.

Work Parties
It is terrific to see so many members joining work parties. These are a great way to get to know 
other members better as you contribute to your club and increase your feeling of  ownership 
of  the club. There are post-winter clean-up work parties in each lodge coming up over the next 
month or so. Remember that all full adult members are expected to complete a work party at 
least every 5 years and that members who have not done so are asked to pay an additional fee 
with their membership renewal.

Lodges
We are working through planning and approvals for projects on two of  our lodges. At Kyilla we 
need to replace the lower sections of  the A frames and the concrete apron on the northern 
wing. Those on the southern wing were replaced during the major renovation works on Kyilla 
over 5 years ago. At Waragun we are investigating options for secure mountain bike storage in 
support of  this increasingly popular summer usage of  the lodge.

Club Racing 2022

CONTENTS
President’s Report

Club Contacts

New Membership Appliations 
for 2023

King Harald of  Norway  
Gold Cup

Membership Renewals for 
2023

3. 6.

18. 
15.

21.
17.

Photo: Julia Price



Window winders continue to be a problem at both Guthega lodges. People keep ignoring the 
reminder on each window to unlock it before attempting to wind it open. As a result the winders 
keep breaking.

We are investigating the source of  foul smells in two adjacent rooms in Tiobunga. Profession-
al plumbers have investigated closely as have several members and have confirmed that the 
plumbing is not the source (although we did remove a remarkably large and gooey hairball 
wrapped around a stick from one floor waste). We suspect an animal may have died in a  
hard-to-reach location.

COVIDSafe Policies
The club operated for a third winter with COVIDSafe policies in place and a COVIDSafe  
subcommittee. Cleaning requirements were slightly relaxed compared to last season however 
most other policies carried over. At the end of  winter 2022 the committee resolved to wind 
back a number of  policies that had been in place. As a result:

•	 The lodges will operate at full occupancy as they did prior to the pandemic. Members book 
beds not rooms and all people booking must understand that they may share a room with 
someone not in their booking party.

•	 There are no remaining restrictions on items that may be left in the drying rooms.
•	 There is no longer a waiver and declaration to sign on entry to the lodge. The pre-stay  

declaration remains.
•	 Cleaning requirements are closer to pre-COVID requirements.
•	 Special COVID related arrangements for sharing access to the kitchen and common areas 

have all been removed.
•	 The COVIDSafe subcommittee has been wound up. Going forward we have a monthly report 

to committee on any legislative / recommendation / environment changes that may impact 
on COVID related club policies. This will ensure that relevant committee decisions continue 
to be well informed.

The COVID cancellation policy will remain in place with people asked not to attend the lodge 
within a week of  a COVID infection in their household.

Mandatory Vaccination Policy
The Mandatory Vaccination Policy brought in by resolution of  a member motion at the March 
2022 AGM is still in place. The committee has decided not to exercise its power to make  
decisions regarding continuation of  this policy due to the strong emotions and division shown 
at the AGM and in considerable very strongly worded feedback subsequent to the AGM.

The committee considers that it is important for members to know whether there will be a 
Mandatory Vaccination Policy in place for next year, in time for them to consider that when they 
make their decisions about membership renewal. It is unfair to introduce a policy that excludes 
some members, after those members have paid their membership fees in good faith. For this 
reason the Club will hold a General Meeting with a single item on the agenda, to consider the 
following motion:

That the Club rescind the Mandatory Vaccination Policy 
implemented due to a resolution at the  

AGM of March 2022

This will be held on 27 October 2022, prior to membership renewals 1-30 November.
Among the considerable effort the committee worked through to implement the Mandatory 
Vaccination Policy was how to properly handle details of  people’s vaccination status.  
Vaccination status is considered sensitive health information hence there are stringent  
requirements under privacy law surrounding how it is handled. The Optus data hack has shone 
a very bright light on the need for proper care and process surrounding handling and storage of  
private information. The Club does not store any information about people’s vaccination status.

Looking Forward
Prior to 2020 the committee dedicated a portion of  its time to planning for the Club’s medium 
to long term future. We allocated roughly every third committee meeting plus a weekend away 
per year to pondering such topics as the impact of  climate change on the club, maintaining 
the appeal of  the club for all ages, balance of  supply vs demand for beds, encouragement of  
racing and training within the club and other future focussed items. It has been difficult to find 
time for these topics during the past 2 ½ years due to the intensity of  our focus on the here 
and now. The committee will meet in Waragun one weekend in November and we are looking 
forward to working on these important topics again.

James Lawrence 
President

 Please send your stories  

 and photos to- 

Michael Wentworth-Perry

Editor
christie.editor@brindabellaskiclub.org.au
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CLuB  
RACING 2022
2022 was a good season because we could all get back to some skiing or boarding this year 
after the interruptions and cancellations caused by COVID-19. Club members were unable to 
participate in any ski racing events in 2020 or 2021 due to COVID-19 so it was great that we 
were finally able to get back to some alpine competitions in 2022.  

Whilst the club exists to make access to mountain activities for young and old, we also  
encourage some competitive spirit and the opportunity for Brindabella to beat some of  friendly 
rival clubs in Perisher and Thredbo. Our active support of  members in these activities normally 
involves supporting teams in the Guthega Interclubs, the Thredbo Seniors Interclubs and the 
Balmain Cup at Perisher, as well as sponsorship of  other events for teams or individuals such 
as the ski camp. We also have a club championship each year, which usually alternates between 
Thredbo and Guthega. This year, our club championships were organised to run concurrently 
with the Guthega Interclubs as we were still in a COVID affected year. Next year, our club  
championships will return to Thredbo, possibly with its own event to encourage greater  
participation, including women, juniors and snowboarders.

Guthega Interclubs
The Guthega Interclubs were run on Saturday the 23rd of  July, on Lindner Run, off  the Blue 
Calf  T-bar. BSC racer results were used to derive the club champion for 2023. Thanks to Alex 
Ellinghausen for the great action photos.

Jack Hartican - Guthega Interclubs

Amelia Grant

James Lawrence - Guthega Interclubs



Mark Jacquemin - Guthega Interclubs

Warwick Forster - Guthega Interclubs

The following were the results for the  
club championships:

•	Male Champion – Mark Jacquemin
•	 Female Champion – Christina Grant
•	Male Senior Champion – James Lawrence
•	 Female Senior Champion – Open
•	 Junior Female Champion – Amelia Grant
•	 Junior Male Champion – Open
•	 Snowboard Male Champion – Open
•	 Snowboard Female Champion – Open

Thredbo Senior Interclubs
Unfortunately, due to heavy rain compromising the integrity of  the ski courses only 48 hours 
before the expected race on the 6th of  August, the 2022 Thredbo Senior Interclubs were  
cancelled. In 2019, the event was cancelled due to too much snow, whilst 2020 and 2021 did 
not proceed due to COVID restricting people from skiing. Hopefully, in 2023, we’ll be able to 
join the event with other Thredbo clubs.

Balmain Cup 
The Balmain Cup is Australia’s longest continuously running ski race, which covers four  
disciplines: slalom, giant slalom, snowboard and cross-country races. The alpine events were 
at “Mother in Law” course between Guthega and Blue Cow whilst the Cross-country was held at 
the Perisher cross-country trails in Perisher Valley. Action shots were courtesy of   
Guthega Ski Club.

Mark Carie - Slalom - Balmain Cup



Malcolm Utley - Slalom - Balmain Cup

Mark Wadie - Slalom - Balmain Cup

Jack Hartican - GS - Balmain Cup

Vanessa Hunter - GS - Balmain Cup



Ben Coutts - GS - Balmain Cup

Connor Campbell - Snowboard - Balmain Cup

We were also able to nominate our top performers to fill two of  the unfilled categories from the 
BSC championships, with Kelly Young being Female Senior Champion and Mark Jacquemin 
also taking Male Snowboard Champion.

BSC was third in the Slalom, fifth in Giant Slalom, fourth in Snowboard GS, fifth in  
Cross-country and fifth overall.

Brindabella was also the host club for the après-skiing this year, as this rotates between the five 
clubs, so we fired up the pizza oven to provide food to revelers outside Kyilla whilst they enjoyed 
a selection of  ice-cold beverages.  A special shout-out to those who helped with the preparation, 
cleaning and cooking including all the racers staying in Kyilla & Tiobunga.

So next year, we hope to have a full complement of  events at both Thredbo and Perisher.  
Please show your interest early for participation and consider getting involved in 2023.

Balmain Cup Speech time at the apres party

Warwick Forster 
Club Captain



Ken Young on pizza duty

MEMBERSHIP  
RENEWALS  
FOR 2023
2023 BSC membership renewals will be opening 1 November. Members will receive an email 
from Clubman with information regarding renewing.

PLEASE ENSURE YOUR DETAILS ARE ACCURATE and UP TO DATE BY LOGGING IN TO THE 
CLUB WEBSITE (Brindabella Ski Club – Brindabella Ski Club) AND CHECKING YOUR  
ADDRESS, EMAIL & CONTACT PHONE NuMBER. Also please check your own and your  
dependent children’s YEAR OF BIRTH and correct if  needed.

On-time discount
Under the Club Rules, Membership Fees are due by 30 November. The Club offers a 20%  
on-time discount to encourage members to pay on time. Please pay your fees before 30  
November 2022 to receive the 20% discount. If you do not renew by this date then your  
Membership Fees are late and full non-discounted rates will apply. Late payment increases 
administrative effort. All fees and related information will be on the website once the renewals 
facility is open.

Non-payment of renewal fees
Should you not wish to renew your membership, please advise the Admin Manager and  
Membership Officer by email to lighten the administrative burden of  following up with people 
who have not paid on time. If  you do not renew your membership by close of  business on  
31 December 2022, the Club may consider you to be an ex-member, your access to Club  
facilities may be withdrawn and your place may be offered to a new applicant seeking to join 
the Club.

Frequently asked questions

How do I renew?
You will receive an email telling you that renewals are open, and giving you instructions on how 
to renew. This involves logging in to the website and paying your membership renewals  
invoice/s online.

What happens if I miss the on-time discount deadline (30/11/22)?
You will have to pay the full non-discounted fee. Pay before the end of  November to receive the 
discount.

I would like to join up my children this year – how do I do this?
Renewals time is the time to join up children aged under 18 – NOT just before the ski season 
starts. Children of  Full Members can be joined up on provision of  their details (Date of  Birth, 
Full Name etc) and payment of  the Joining Fee and Annual Fee. Email the Membership Officer 
for further information.

https://brindabellaskiclub.org.au/


My children who are Junior Members are turning 18 this year. What happens?
The Club will identify any current Junior member who will be 18 years old as at 1 January 2023 
and will offer to renew them as Adult Members. You, or they, will need to pay the conversion fee 
as per the membership rates table.

My infant child is turning 3 on the 1st January 2023 year. What happens?
The Club will identify any current Infant member who will be 3 years old as at 1 January 2023 
and will offer to renew them as Junior members. You will need to pay the conversion fee as per 
the membership rates table.

If  you do not wish to upgrade a Junior or an Infant, please email the Administration Manager to 
discuss your plans.

I have not done a work party in years. Should I pay the levy?
If  you have not done a work party in the last 5 years PLEASE PLAY THE LEVY as it will be used 
towards maintaining the lodges. Email admin.mgr@brindabellaskiclub.org.au to organise an 
invoice.

What do I do if the online renewal function is not working for me or is giving me inaccurate information?
You can email the Admin Manager (admin.mgr@brindabellaskiclub.org.au) or the Membership 
Officer (membership.officer@brindabellaskiclub.org.au) for assistance.

Please follow the instructions on the website regarding renewing, and also ensure your con-
tact details are accurate and up to date.

If  you have decided not to renew your membership it would be appreciated if  you could notify 
the Administration Manager and/or the Membership Officer (membership.officer@brindabel-
laskiclub.org.au) so that the Club can manage new membership numbers and also will not 
continue to email you regarding renewal. 

In the event of  difficulties please contact the Administration Manager:
•	 admin.mgr@brindabellaskiclub.org.au (preferred)

Margaret Smythe 
Membership Officer

NEW MEMBER  
APPLICATIONS 
2023
Full Adult and Full Junior membership applications are invited over the December/January 
period every year. Applicants should note that membership is nominally full, and the number 
of  adult applicants accepted in any given year depends largely on current members resigning.  
It also can depend on numbers of  Junior members taking up Full membership, and Christie 
members returning to take up their full membership, as well as other considerations.

Children (under 18 years of  age on 1 January) of  current adult members may join at renewals 
time upon application and payment of  the appropriate fees. Children under 3 years of  age on 1 
January do not pay joining or membership fees.

Applications close at 5pm, 31 January 2023. The Membership Subcommittee will assess the 
applications before making recommendations to the Committee.

The Subcommittee considers the following factors:
•	 the recommendation of  2 full adult member sponsors
•	 Applicant has a spouse/partner/immediate family member as a current member
•	 Applicant is a past member of  the Club
•	 Applicant has used the lodges in the past &/or has participated in a work party.
•	 Applicant has usable building/maintenance and /or administrative skills.
•	 Applicant has previously unsuccessfully tried to join
•	 Applicant is willing to contribute to committee activities
•	 Applicant is willing to race for the Club
•	 Other factors as appropriate.

Successful applicants will be advised by email in February or March, prior to the Annual  
General Meeting of  the Club, and in time to be able to participate in the initial winter booking 
round for the year (usually early to mid- April).

Aspiring members need to obtain sponsorship from two (2) Full Members. If you are unable 
to provide sponsors from within the club please contact the Membership officer to discuss 
options.



To apply, please contact the Membership Officer (membership.officer@brindabellaskiclub.org.au) 
to request a link to the online Application Form.

Summer member applications
The Club may also have a small number of  vacancies for Summer Membership.  
A Summer Member may use the club’s 3 lodges in summer in Thredbo and Guthega at  
member rates and may book in Associates at Associate rates. Summer members enjoy the  
natural attractions that both villages offer as well as the extensive range of  summer activities in 
Thredbo. In addition you will have the ability to book into the club in winter at Associate rates 
from Round 3 of  bookings (but may not book in Associates in winter). A Summer Member is not 
eligible for election to the Committee nor may vote at meetings including the AGM.

Aspiring summer members will need to obtain sponsorship from two (2) Full Members and the 
factors listed above for Full Member applicants also apply. If  you are unable to provide  
sponsors from within the club please contact the Membership officer to discuss options.

To apply, please contact the Membership Officer (membership.officer@brindabellaskiclub.org.au) 
to request a link to the online Application Form.

Margaret Smythe 
Membership Officer

KING HARALD  
OF NORWAy  
GOLD CuP
You may have noticed some photos on the wall near the gas log fire in Tiobunga. The framed 
photos were kindly donated by Jan Reksten, a long time member of  the club. Jan also provided 
some information about the photos.
 
The photos were of  the original Tiobunga (a former Selmer work hut) and of  a ski jumping 
event that took place in the Guthega area in the early 1950s and involved the Norwegians from 
the Selmer company who were working there constructing the Guthega dam and Munyang  
power station.

Darrell Porter 
Secretary

The ski jumping event was apparently part of  the ‘King Harald of  Norway Gold Cup’ event and 
took place in 1952.  By that time, the Norwegians had constructed a ski jump immediately to 
the west of  and above Old Farm Creek. There is a little more information about the background 
to all of  this in Peter Southwell-Keely’s excellent publication “Highway to Heaven” (pp 130-131) 
published by the Perisher Historical Society. There is a copy of  this book in Tiobunga.
 
Thanks for the donation Jan!



The President’s Dinner: Just Desserts

CLuB CONTACTS
President — James Lawrence 

president@brindabellaskiclub.org.au 
VP Management — Ghafur Barchia 

vp.management@brindabellaskiclub.org.au  
VP Tiobunga — Curtis Hancock   

vp.tiobunga@brindabellaskiclub.org.au
VP Kyilla — Robert Griffin  

vp.kyilla@brindabellaskiclub.org.au
VP Thredbo — Rob McGregor  

vp.thredbo@brindabellaskiclub.org.au  
Secretary — Darrell Porter 

secretary@brindabellaskiclub.org.au  
Treasurer — Russell Kerrison 

treasurer@brindabellaskiclub.org.au  
Club Captain — Warwick Forster 

club.captain@brindabellaskiclub.org.au  
Business Planning Officer — Ben Troy 

business.planning@brindabellaskiclub.org.au  
Information Officer — Ben Coutts 

info@brindabellaskiclub.org.au  
Membership Officer — Margaret Smythe  

membership.officer@brindabellaskiclub.org.au

Online (preferred method) — www.brindabellaskiclub.org.au
or email the admin manager for manual bookings (on the admin email below)

Tiobunga:  02 6457 5329
Kyilla:   02 6457 5577
Waragun:  02 6457 7369

Lodge Bookings

Committee

Club Website www.brindabellaskiclub.org.au 
 

Administration Manager admin.mgr@brindabellaskiclub.org.au 
 

Christie Editor Michael Wentworth-Perry christie.editor@brindabellaskiclub.org.au
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