
2023 AGM motion: Special Resolution
Club Rules amendment regarding Committee elections
This paper supports a motion to amend the Club Rules to clarify the election process for
Committee members. The proposal is in line with section 66B Duty of good faith and proper
purpose of the ACT Associations Incorporation Act (1991).

At the 2022 Annual General Meeting (AGM) there was some confusion about taking
nominations from the floor for the election of a committee member. For fairness and
transparency, all nominees should be aware that others have been nominated so they can
prepare a statement supporting their nomination to be delivered at the AGM.

The process for the election of committee members is set out in our Club Rules (see below).
The Club has (in part) adopted the Model Rules (also below) of the Associations
Incorporation Act (1991) for the election of Committee members. However, the Club Rules
do not cover important aspects of the nomination process, which may have led to some
confusion at the 2022 AGM. The Club Rules do not address how nominations should be
received, when, and to whom. Under the Model Rules these are in writing, not less than 7
days before the AGM and to the Secretary.

It would be prudent to modify the Club Rules, to make the election process more explicit,
thus avoiding confusion and ensuring the process is fair and transparent. The Model Rules
of the Associations Incorporation Act (1991) should be further integrated into our Club Rules.

Exceptional circumstances clause
While the proposed amendments increase fairness and transparency, they also constrain the
election process. There may be exceptional circumstances that have not been foreseen. An
additional clause is prudent to help future proof the management of Committee elections.

There are two past examples. At one AGM there was a struggle to reach a quorum to form a
committee. Under our Club Rules, if a Committee quorum of 6 is not reached our Club risks
being dissolved. On one occasion, the election of a President has been contentious and
some flexibility is required such as accepting nominations from the floor.

The additional clause could be; ‘Under exceptional circumstances, at the discretion of the
Chair of the Annual General Meeting, nominations may be accepted from the floor.’

BSC Rules and Model Rules
The Club Rules state:
16. Election of Committee Members

(1) Candidates for election as Committee members must be nominated by 2 Adult Full
members or Life Members of the Association and accompanied by consent of the
candidate.

(2) If only 1 person is nominated for a particular office, the nominee is taken to be
elected.

(3) If more than 1 nomination is received for a position, a ballot shall be held.
(4) The ballot for an election shall be conducted at the Annual General Meeting in such

manner as the Committee may direct.



(5) If no nominations are received for a particular position the Committee may appoint an
Adult Full member or Life member to that position.

(6) A person is not eligible to hold more than 1 office at the same time.

The Model Rules state:
13. Election of committee members

(1) Nominations of candidates for election of office bearers of the association or as
ordinary committee members -
(a) must be made in writing, signed by 2 Adult Full members or Life members of the
association and accompanied by the written consent of the candidate (which may be
endorsed on the nomination form); and
(b) must be given to the secretary of the association not less than 7 days before the
date fixed of the annual general meeting at which the election is to take place.

(2) If insufficient nominations are received to fill all vacancies on the committee, the
candidates nominated are taken to be elected and further nominations may be
received at the annual general meeting.

(3) If insufficient nominations are received, any vacant positions remaining on the
committee are taken to be vacancies.

(4) If the number of nominations received is equal to the number of vacancies to be
filled, the people nominated are taken to be elected.

(5) If the number of nominations received exceeds the number of vacancies to be filled,
a ballot must be held.

(6) The ballot for the election of office bearers and ordinary committee members must be
conducted at the annual general meeting in the way the committee may direct.

(7) A person is not eligible to simultaneously hold more than 1 position on the
committee.

Proposed amendments [underlined] to the Club Rules
16. Election of Committee Members

(1) Nominations of candidates for election as committee members -
(a) must be made in writing, signed by 2 Adult Full members or Life members of the
association and accompanied by the written consent of the candidate (which may be
endorsed on the nomination form); and
(b) must be given to the Secretary of the association not less than 7 days before the
date fixed of the annual general meeting at which the election is to take place.

(2) If only 1 person is nominated for a particular office, the nominee is taken to be elected.
(3) If more than 1 nomination is received for a position, a ballot shall be held.
(4) The ballot for an election shall be conducted at the Annual General Meeting in such

manner as the Committee may direct.
(5) If no nominations are received for a particular position the Committee may appoint an

Adult Full member or Life member to that position.
(6) A person is not eligible to hold more than 1 office at the same time.
(7) Under exceptional circumstances, at the discretion of the Chair of the Annual General

Meeting, nominations may be accepted from the floor.

For AGM decision
Motion: That the Club Rules be amended to further integrate the Model Rules of the
Associations Incorporation Act (1991) to ensure fairness, transparency and flexibility in the



election process of the Committee at Annual General Meetings. The Motion shall be as
follows:

Modify clause 16.1 so that it reads as follows:
Nominations of candidates for election as committee members -
(a) must be made in writing, signed by 2 Adult Full members or Life members of the
association and accompanied by the written consent of the candidate (which may be
endorsed on the nomination form); and
(b) must be given to the Secretary of the association not less than 7 days before the
date fixed of the annual general meeting at which the election is to take place.

Add a new clause 16.7 that reads as follows:
Under exceptional circumstances, at the discretion of the Chair of the Annual
General Meeting, nominations may be accepted from the floor.

Moved: Darrell Porter
Second: James Lawrence


